MEN HAVING BABIES
MIDWEST
2017 SURROGACY
CONFERENCE & GAY
PARENTING EXPO
CHICAGO, APRIL 8–9, 2017

AGENDA
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017
Registration: 5:00-5:30 PM (3rd Floor)
Is surrogacy right for you? Overview and personal stories: 5:30 PM–6:30 PM (Theater, 3rd Floor)
We will open our session with introductions, a comparison of surrogacy with other parenting options, and an overview of the considerations for
choosing various parenting routes.
To help you further understand what surrogacy entails from the personal standpoint, you will have an opportunity to hear personal testimonies
from a diverse group of of gay surrogacy dads, the surrogates who helped them, and an egg donor.

Coffee break: 6:30-6:45 PM
Sponsored by GenePeeks

A mindful look at surrogacy - Psychological and Ethical Aspects: 6:45-8:00 PM (Theater, 3rd Floor)
In this session we will examine the psychological, social and ethical concerns that some prospective parents and surrogates may feel in advance
of this joint journey, and might stand in the way of having an open and connected process. We will then offer possible coping mechanisms,
support resources and best practices to address these concerns.
We will look at questions such as:

How can the parties best prepare for the journey, find the right match and adjust expectations?
What are the typical dynamics in the relationship between the intended parents and the surrogates?
How to best navigate difficult decision points and deal with the inherent uncertainty in the process?
How do parents and surrogates deal with critical social views of surrogacy?
What are the roots for concerns about exploitation and commodification in surrogacy?
What are the experiences of children born via surrogacy?

We will present recent academic research on surrogacy, and evidence from studies about the way surrogacy affects the the welfare of the
child, the surrogate, and her family. We will also look at programs meant to encourage a more mindful surrogacy experience, such as MHB’s
Framework for Ethical Surrogacy.
Moderator: Ron Poole-Dayan, surrogacy father, executive director of MHB
Panelists:

Sigal Klipstein, MD, FACOG, RE at InVia Fertility Specialists, Chair of the Ethics Committee of the American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, member of the ASRM Ethics Committee.
Jan Nussbaum, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist, third party family building.
Josie Dahlager, Surrogate mother.

SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017
Registration: 8:30-9:00 AM (3rd Floor)
Planning your parenting journey: 9:00-10:30 AM (Theater, 3rd Floor)
This is the first part of our comprehensive surrogacy workshop that was developed based on the accumulated knowledge of hundreds of gay
men who have already gone through the process.
Topics covered will include:

Basic terminology, types and components of typical surrogacy arrangements.
Typical sequence and timeline for gestational surrogacy journeys.
Legal considerations in the USA and Canada.
Major decisions that shape the surrogacy journey.
Considering your family vision, financial constraints, risk tolerance and ethical preferences.

2

Coffee break: 10:30-10:45 AM
Sponsored by Golden Surrogacy

Picking providers, budgeting and financial assistance: 10:45 AM–12:00 PM (Theater, 3rd Floor)
On the second part of our workshop we will provide peer advice on selecting service providers, cost saving tips, and resources for financial support.
Topics covered will include:

Where to start (agency, clinic, surrogate or donor)
Selecting an agency and clinic
Estimated costs, and factors that affect costs
Cost saving best practices.
Financial help through the Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP).

Lunch / gay parenting expo: 12:00–1:30 PM (Baran Hall, 2nd floor)
Enjoy lunch and explore our Gay Parenting Services Exhibit: more than twenty five tables where you can meet and receive information from
leading clinics, surrogacy agencies, lawyers and supporting community organizations. The expo will remain open until 4:00pm. Lunch is
sponsored by the San Diego Fertility Center.

Breakout sessions - come meet the sponsors: 1:30–3:30 PM (Rooms 201-204, 2nd Floor)
Attendees will have the opportunity to take part in up to 6 introductory 20-minute group consultations with the various seminar sponsors. Take
advantage of this opportunity to “shop around” and get to know these agencies and clinics more closely. See table on page 4.

Gay parenting expo / networking reception: 3:30–4:00 PM (Baran Hall, 2nd floor)
Prospective parents, parents (&children!), psychologists, social workers, students, researchers and other professionals are invited to network
and exchange perspectives over refreshments. Our Surrogacy Expo will run in parallel. Sponsored by Canadian Fertility Consultants.

Optional private consultations: 3:30–8:30 PM (various rooms on the 2nd floor, please check with
participating providers for more details)
Several providers will be available in offices for private consultations with prospective parents that wish to explore the options they offer in more
depth. Prospective parents may request to coordinate consultations in advance using this form. Consultation slots may also be available last
minute for those who want to first hear the providers at the conference.

SPECIALTY PANELS
Theater, 3rd Floor

Reception Hall, 3rd Floor

BUDGETING:

A closer look at medical insurance and surrogate compensation packages

MODERATOR:

MODERATOR:

Ron Poole-Dayan / MHB board

4:00–4:45 pm

Sherman Taylor / MHB board

PANELISTS:

- Kristen Hanson / Simple Surrogacy
- Leia Swanberg / Canadian Fertility Consulting
- Jennifer White / Colorado Surrogacy
EXPERT LEGAL PANEL:

Legal status of surrogacy across the USA and Canada, contracts,
securing parentage rights

MODERATOR:

4:45-5:30 pm

MEDICAL WORKSHOP I:

Choosing egg donors and creating optimal embryos

Anthony Brown, Esq. / MHB board
PANELISTS:

- Heather Ross, Esq. / Ross & Zuckerman, LLP
- Cindy Wasser, LLB / Hope Springs Fertility Law
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PANELISTS:

- Satin Patel, M.D. / Fertility Specialists of Texas
- Sigal Klipstein, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. / InVia Fertility
- Kim Monroe / GenePeeks
MEDICAL WORKSHOP II:

Choosing an optimal surrogate and making crucial
decisions during the IVF process

MODERATOR:

Sherman Taylor / MHB board
PANELISTS:

- Susanna Park, M.D. / San Diego Fertility Center
- Brandon Bankowski, M.D. / Oregon Reproductive
Medicine

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Time

Room 201

Room 202

Room 203

Susanna Park, MD

Frank Golden

Kim Monroe

Susanna Park, MD

Frank Golden

Kim Monroe

Jen McArthur

Stephanie Scott

Room 204

1:30 pm
Clifford Librach, MD

1:50 pm

2:10 pm
Brandon Bankowski, MD

Kristen Hanson

2:30 pm

Jen McArthur

Brandon Bankowski, MD

Stephanie Scott
Kristen Hanson

Clifford Librach, MD

Leia Swanberg

Leia Swanberg

2:50 pm
Zara Griswold

3:10 pm

Sigal Klipstein, MD

EST. 1992

Zara Griswold

ARR1.COM

Satin Patel, MD

Keely Seaverson, Esq.

(773) 327-7315

Mary Ellen McLaughlin

Dr. Melvin Thornton
Jennifer White
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COLLABORATING ORGANIZATIONS
CENTER ON HALSTED

Center on Halsted is the Midwest’s most comprehensive community center dedicated to advancing community and securing the health and
well-being of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) people of Chicagoland. More than 1,000 community members visit
the Center every day, located in the heart of Chicago’s Lakeview Neighborhood. The Center’s vision includes a thriving lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer community, living powerfully in supportive inclusive environments.

www.centeronhalsted.org

SACRED SURROGACY

Sacred Surrogacy is a personal soul calling and a way to walk this path in a deep and mindful way. It has manifested itself into a support
network, in person retreats and guidance for Surrogates, Donors, and Intended Parents. The programs help people moving through the
process in a way that allows them to connect with themselves and with this very special journey. During this process various topics pertinent
to surrogacy/donation will be explored, and participants will be encouraged to embrace this beautiful journey they’re on. Surrogacy is a true
journey of self, and can be such a blessing to your life in so many ways.

www.sacredsurrogacy.com/

MILWAUKEE LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER

The Milwaukee LGBT Community Center delivers educational, health promotion, and community-building services that meet the needs of
LGBT youth, adults and their allies in the greater Milwaukee area from its primary facility and other sites. Center programs are developed with
a consideration of community need, diversity and inclusivity, community development, availability of resources, and the Center’s mission and
vision.

www.mkelgbt.org
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PANELISTS
Brandon J. Bankowski, MD, MPH
Dr. Bankowski is one of the most-respected and experienced physicians helping LGBTQ intended
parents build their families through donor egg surrogacy in the USA. He is a board-certiﬁed
reproductive endocrinologist with extensive experience in IVF, egg donation, surrogacy and genomics.
He has practiced at Oregon Reproductive Medicine (ORM) since 2005. He and his partners at ORM
have helped LGBTQ intended parents from across the world build their families. Dr. Bankowski is passionate about
providing ORM’s patients the best care and the highest chance for success on their first attempt, while looking
after the genetic health of their family. His vision lead to the formation of ORM Genomics, ORM’s industry-leading
reproductive genomics program and in-house genetics laboratory, as well as the integration of advanced genetic
screening of all donors in the ORM Donors program. He is committed to helping LGBTQ intended parents using donor egg surrogacy benefit
from the latest advances in genetic screening to help them have the best chance of a healthy baby on their first attempt.

Kristen Hanson
Kristen Hanson is the Co-Owner and Executive Director of Finance and Contracts at Simple Surrogacy.
Kristen oversees the financial aspects of Simple Surrogacy, as well as managing the escrow accounts
of our clients. Kristen’s legal responsibilities include working with associate attorneys to determine
state laws and required legal proceedings; locating separate legal counsel experienced in surrogacy law
for Client and Surrogate; review and assist in negotiating the surrogacy contract between Recipient Couple
and
Surrogate; and overseeing all necessary legal filings and procedures (such as pre-birth orders and step parent
adoptions) to establish parental rights for Intended Parents. Kristen’s escrow responsibilities include overseeing the
escrow and managing the account; monitoring and authorizing disbursements in accordance with your contract; and
sending intended parents itemized monthly statements of the escrow activity. Kristen’s first priority is to make sure all of our client’s money is
handled in the most responsible way, that our Surrogates never receive a late payment, and that our clients are assured that their money is well
managed. Kristen is an experienced Egg Donor, and has extensive first-hand knowledge of the donation process.

Sigal Klipstein, M.D.
Dr. Klipstein is a sub specialist in reproductive endocrinology and infertility. She is a physician at InVia Fertility
Specialists in Chicago, where she also directs the Egg Donor Program. She is a graduate of the University of Chicago
Pritzker School of Medicine. She completed both her residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology and fellowship in
Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility at Harvard Medical School. In addition, she completed a fellowship in
Medical Ethics at Harvard University. Dr. Klipstein charts the national Ethics Committee of the American College
of Obstetrics and Gynecology. She is Board Certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology as well as Reproductive
Endocrinology and Infertility. She is a fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and a
member of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine. Dr. Klipstein has extensive experience working with
same sex couples, egg donation and gestational surrogacy. Dr. Klipstein is widely published, having written numerous articles in both medical
and ethics journals. She has also authored several book chapters and presented at numerous medical conferences. She is fluent in Spanish
and Hebrew.

Kim Monroe
Kim Monroe has over 15 years of experience in reproductive healthcare, with a focus on the intersection of genetics
and fertility. She has built her career on building relationships with organizations that are devoted to delivering
excellent care to everyone’s definition of family. At GenePeeks, Kim helps bring the most advanced genetic screening
to intended parents through partnerships with top donor agencies and clinics. Kim received her Bachelor’s Degree
in Clinical Laboratory Technology from Webster University and completed her Medical Technology Internship at
Washington University.
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Jan Nussbaum, Ph.D.
Jan Nussbaum completed his doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology at Northwestern University. He has remained
involved as a contributing service faculty member in the Department of Psychiatry at Northwestern Medical School.
Dr. Nussbaum has a private practice with many years of experience counseling individuals, couples and families
related to infertility, assisted reproduction and adoption. He provides mental health consultations/screenings related
to egg, sperm and embryo donation as well as surrogacy. He consults to a number of infertility clinics and egg
donation and surrogacy agencies. He provides psychotherapy to adults, individually and as couples, with a variety
of concerns. He and his wife have greatly enjoyed raising two adopted daughters.

Susanna Park, M.D.
World renowned for her fertility expertise, IVF success and excellence in medical care, Dr. Susanna
Park has practiced as an infertility physician for the past 15 years. Dr. Park joined the San Diego
Fertility Center in 2012 following her tenure at Columbia University in New York City. Her passion is
to combine her extensive experience as an infertility physician with individualized care and compassion.
Dr. Park is double board-certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology, Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility. She
graduated summa cum laude from Siena College and obtained her medical degree at Albany Medical College.
Dr. Park completed her residency and her fellowship in Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility, at University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. Dr. Park has developed a large international referral practice due to her
excellent patient rapport, high success rates, and fluency in Spanish and Korean. Dr. Park works closely with the leading egg donor and
surrogacy agencies to assist the LGBT community build families.

Dr. Satin Patel
Dr. Satin Patel is a board-certified reproductive endocrinologist with Fertility Specialists of Texas. Dr. Patel’s special
interests in assisted reproductive technologies include preimplantation genetic diagnoses, fertility preservation,
polycystic ovary syndrome and hysteroscopic surgery techniques. Dr. Patel graduated from the University of California
in Los Angeles (UCLA) summa cum laude with a degree in Neuroscience, and then attended David Geffen School of
Medicine also at UCLA. Dr. Patel completed his fellowship training in reproductive endocrinology and infertility at the
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas.Dr. Patel has been invited to speak at several international
conferences and has published several scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals, including the Journal of Clinical
Endocrinology & Metabolism, the Biennial Review of Infertility and Fertility and Sterility, among others. Dr. Patel is
a member of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine, Society for Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility, American College for
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Society of Reproductive Surgeons, Texas Medical Association and Dallas County Medical Society.

Heather Ross, Esq.
Heather Ross co-founded the law firm of Ross & Zuckerman, LLP in 2005 to focus solely on legal issues surrounding
assisted reproductive technology. Prior to forming Ross & Zuckerman, LLP she worked for the Legal Assistance
Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago representing low-income women in various civil matters, including family law
and juvenile court. Ms. Ross serves as chair to the Legal Advisory Council of Path 2 Parenthood (formerly known
as the American Fertility Association). She is also a member of the American Academy of Assisted Reproductive
Technology Attorneys, secretary of the Legal Professional Group of the American Society of Reproductive Medicine, a
professional member of Resolve, and a committee member of the American Bar Association’s Assisted Reproductive
Technology Committee.
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Leia Swanberg
Leia’s passion for alternative family building began at age sixteen, when she was a birth mother to
a daughter placed in an open adoption. Since then, she has had four children of her own – ages
20,12, 2 and a new baby. She has been a gestational surrogate twice and an egg donor several
times. Leia’s approach to surrogacy is simple – taking a holistic approach to ensure that all parties are
supported, encouraged and protected. She has made great industry connections and working partnerships with
professionals worldwide to ensure that she can help to develop the fertility plan that best suits your needs. Having
owned Canadian Fertility Consulting since 2007, she has had the opportunity to help hundreds of couples become
parents. Leia’s previous experience as a small business owner and background in management and small business
development has helped her grow CFC into Canada’s foremost surrogacy consulting service. Leia and CFC have been featured many times
in Canadian media, including Canada AM and The National Post, helping to depict third-party reproduction as a tangible and approachable
subject in the country.

Melvin Thornton, M.D.
Dr. Melvin Thornton II is the Acting Medical Director & Director, Donor Egg Program at CT Fertility. Dr.
Thornton has deep expertise in the areas of IVF, surrogacy and donor egg, fertility preservation and
male infertility. He recognizes the stressful nature of infertility treatment and brings a compassionate
touch to every interaction. Known for his calm demeanor, his patients frequently describe him as a
reassuring and personable physician who truly cares. Prior to joining CT Fertility, he spent 15 years
with the Columbia University IVF program where he held many leadership posts, including Medical Director of its
Westchester campus and Director of the donor egg program. In addition to his practical medical experience, he has
devoted countless hours to sharing his passion for RE by teaching and mentoring medical students, fellows, and
residents as an Associate Clinical Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Columbia. Dr. Thornton has published more than 30 papers,
written several book chapters and presented nearly 40 abstracts at professional conferences.

Cindy R. Wasser, LLB
With her unique background as a high profile criminal defence lawyer for almost 30 years and, extraordinary journey
as an Intended Parent, Cindy Wasser offers an unparalleled service to Intended Parents, Surrogates and Donors. Her
firm, Hope Springs Fertility Law™ is one of the leading firms in Canada with a large international clientele. When
the RCMP investigation into ART began in February 2012, Cindy was called upon to provide legal advice to other
fertility lawyers, medical practitioners and, consultant agencies. Cindy has lectured about fertility law at medicolegal conferences and at hospitals and is published in a leading medical journal. During her criminal law career she
successfully defended high profile cases; published and lectured. Cindy was a founding Director of the Association
in Defence of the Wrongly Convicted; the Chair of the Criminal Justice Section of the Ontario Bar Association and;
a member of many Law Society Committees. Cindy and her husband are parents to two perfectly created daughters with the generous
assistance of an ovum donor and two Surrogates.

Jennifer White
Jennifer loves helping people realize their dream of becoming parents and is honored to play a role in this intimate
and life-enhancing journey. She finds the work deeply rewarding. After earning a bachelor’s degree in Justice and
Public Safety from Auburn University Montgomery, Jennifer spent 15 years as a paralega l, most recently with
Trachman Law Center. She’s also worked in the insurance and medical fields, all to say she feels uniquely qualified to
help intended parents and their surrogate sort through any bumps in the road. Thanks to a husband in the Air Force,
Jennifer has lived in every region of the country as well as Germany and England—and she’s been to every state in
the U.S., with the exception of Alaska. She’s the proud mom of one daughter and two fur-babies. With several halfmarathons under her belt, she’s keen to fulfill a major life goal and run the full 26.2 miles. When you get the chance,
ask Jennifer about the playground in Amersham, England, named after her.
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MHB SPEAKERS
Laura Alabre, Events Coordinator and GPAP Case Manager
Laura joined Men Having Babies in February 2017 as the organization was welcoming the fourth “class” of Stage II Gay
Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP) recipients. Laura’s responsibilities include Stage II GPAP case management
and coordination of the selection and matching process. She also provides support in conference production and
coordination. Prior to that she worked at CT Fertility as the Third Party Journey Coordinator, Egg Donor Matching
Coordinator as well as a liaison to Israeli patients. Laura has also previously been a known egg donor to several
couples all over the world to support their dreams of becoming parents, because having children has been her most
treasured life experience. She lives in Connecticut with her two amazing children, Malia and Jordan.

Anthony M. Brown, Esq., Board Chairman
Anthony currently is a senior associate at the law firm of Chianese and Reilly Law,P.C., heading their family and
estates law division serving married and unmarried individuals, couples and families. Anthony is the Executive
Director of The Wedding Party and has been a Board member since its inception in 1999. Anthony is the founder of
TimeForFamilies.com, a web environment dedicated to assisting gay and lesbian couples create their own families.
Anthony has worked as a law guardian at The Children’s Law Center, representing the legal needs of children in
Brooklyn Family Court. Anthony also worked as a legal intern for Lambda Legal in the summer of 2002. Anthony
was appointed as a board member and Secretary of the board of Men Having Babies upon its incorporation in July
2012 and has served as Board Chairman since 2013.

Ron Poole-Dayan, Board Member / Executive Director
Ron is the executive director and founding board member of Men Having Babies. He has over 20 years of experience
in marketing and business strategy development both in the USA and internationally. Ron earned his Masters degree in
political economy and comparative politics from Columbia University, and his bachelor’s degree in business administration
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Ron is married to Greg Poole-Dayan, the Administrator of the Jewish Home
Lifecare Nursing Home in the Bronx. The couple met in 1994, and are among of the first same-sex couples in the nation
to father children through gestational surrogacy. The twins, born in 2001, were conceived with the use of eggs donated
by Greg’s sister, and carried by a gestational carrier. Ron has been the MHB program coordinator since 2005, and was
appointed as the Executive Director of Men Having Babies upon its in corporation in July 2012.

Sherman L. Taylor II, Board Member
Sherman is a technology manager in the Research & Development organization of Procter & Gamble, based in
Cincinnati, OH. Sherman received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Chemical Engineering and Colloids, Polymers
and Surfaces from Carnegie Mellon University. Sherman leads of group of scientists and engineers to create new
and improved consumer products; he has worked across a variety of brands in his career including Pampers, Vicks,
PuR, Swiffer, Magic Erasers, Bounce and Downy. Sherman also leads the design of corporate training programs to
accelerate the growth and development of New Hires upon entering the company. Sherman and his husband Andrew
have a son via surrogacy, born in 2013.

9

BREAKOUT SESSION SPEAKERS
Frank Golden
Frank Golden has a B.S. in Management and over 14 years of expertise in consumer psychology. Throughout his career in various roles Frank was tasked with
developing innovative processes to streamline the customer experience. Inspired by the success of his own journey to become a father Frank, joined with his
Husband Adam to establish a third-party reproduction consulting agency: Golden Surrogacy. The pair now works passionately to assist all loving couples and
individuals who wish to follow in their footsteps. Frank serves as Vice Chair on the Board of Directors for Path2Parenthood, and is also a representative on the
Corporate Member Council of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM). In addition, Frank is a professional member with RESOLVE, The National
Infertility Association. In furtherance of education to promote gay parenting options, Golden Surrogacy is a major supporter of the not-for profit organization Men
Having Babies; listed as one of their highly rated service providers. Frank has become a leading resource for those who wish to pursue a path to parenthood
through gestational surrogacy.

Jennifer McArthur
Jennifer McArthur is the Director of Case Management for Worldwide Surrogacy, and has a Master’s Degree in Social Work. Along with
Victoria Ferrara, Esq. who is the founder and legal director of Worldwide Surrogacy, Jen is the first touch point for intended parents, and
a primary source of communication throughout the journey. By providing a wealth of information about the matching process, screening of
surrogates, insurance matters, as well as many other important details regarding the surrogacy journey. Jen provides ongoing support and
case management to intended parents, and supervises other case managers who assist our intended parents with similar matters. In addition,
Jen conducts all social work assessments of surrogates and further assists intended parents with the coordination of services. By conducting interviews of all our
potential surrogates and working closely with intended parents, her goal is to ensure a good match for all parties involved. Jen is highly dedicated and enthusiastic
about making a lasting difference in people’s lives throughout their surrogacy journey.

Zara Griswold
As a mother of boy/girl 13 year old twins via Gestational Surrogacy and Egg Donation, Zara feels fortunate in being able to continue her
dedication to Family Building via Third Party Reproduction in her position as Co-founder and Director of the Gestational Surrogacy program
at Family Source Consultants. Zara has made it her life mission to help others achieve their family building dreams as well. Zara’s passion
for educating and supporting others, along with her personal interest in Surrogacy and Egg Donation, inspired her to write the book,
Surrogacy Was the Way: Twenty Intended Mothers Tell Their Stories, published in 2006. Zara received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Eastern Michigan University and a Master of Science degree in Education from Northern Illinois University.

Clifford Librach, M.D.
Dr. Librach is the founder and Director of the CReATe Fertility Centre and CReATe Cord Blood Bank (Toronto, Canada). He is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Toronto. He served as Division Head of Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility at Sunnybrook
Health Sciences Centre and Women’s College Hospital for 23 years. Dr. Librach has been the Chair of Ontario Medical Association Reproductive Biology since
2004. He co-founded the Canadian Fertility and Andrology (CFAS) IVF Improvement Committee.

Mary Ellen McLaughlin
Mary Ellen McLaughlin began working with ARR soon after it was founded. A registered nurse with a BSN from DePaul University in Chicago, Mary Ellen spent
the first part of her career working in intensive care. She then moved on to obstetrics and gynecology, which included the early era of infertility treatments. At
ARR, Mary Ellen interviews, guides and advocates for gestational surrogates throughout their surrogacy journey and maintains those relationships over time.
She also works closely with egg donors and intended parents. Mary Ellen’s medical knowledge coupled with her compassion for all those involved in third party
reproduction make her ideal for her position.

Keely A. Seaverson, Esq.
Keely Seaverson has been a part of the IARC team since 2006. She is an educator and guide to parties undergoing surrogacy and egg donation and has
worked with hundreds of intended parents in all aspects of their family-building processes. Keely’s work in this field has involved working closely with other
professionals in the U.S. and internationally, including attorneys, fertility physicians, psychologists and medical insurance specialists. This has led to a broad and
deep understanding of this field and the accompanying legal, medical, psychological, and financial components of this complex process, to the benefit of IARC’s
clients. The most rewarding part of her role at IARC is helping clients make decisions that will lead them to a successful outcome (a baby!). Not all programs
take an unbending path; they may have twists and turns, and Keely prides herself as a problem-solver on behalf of clients so their goal is ultimately realized.

10

DIRECTORY OF PROVIDERS
SAN DIEGO FERTILITY CENTER

PLATINUM

San Diego Fertility Center physicians: Dr. Susanna Park, Dr. Michael Kettel, Dr. Sandy Chuan, and Dr. Brooke Friedman, proudly announce the
welcome addition of Dr. Said Daneshmand! San Diego Fertility Center is one of the most highly respected and well-established fertility centers
worldwide, serving a diverse patient population with compassion, respect and confidentiality. With more than 60 years of collective experience
diagnosing and treating infertility, San Diego Fertility Center is proud to offer the LGBT community solutions in achieving parenthood through
egg donation, surrogacy, IVF and Intrauterine Inseminations. San Diego Fertility Center consistently maintains some of the highest live birth
rates for Egg Donor IVF worldwide! San Diego Fertility Center experiences clinical pregnancy rates of 70% - 80%. Additionally, San Diego
Fertility Center partners with national and international surrogate agencies to help Intended Parents successfully build their families. Unlike
other egg donor agencies, San Diego Fertility Center’s in-house Egg Donor Program is supervised by nationally recognized fertility specialists.
Egg Donor IVF recipients have the option of selecting an in- house candidate or utilizing an agency egg donor. The opportunity for “known
donation” and “future contact” is also possible. San Diego Fertility Center has a Success Guarantee financial program which offers hope,
confidence and peace of mind that you have chosen the right team to build your family!

www.sdfertility.com

GOLDEN SURROGACY

PLATINUM

Golden Surrogacy is the premier Agency in Illinois specializing in Gestational Surrogacy for the LGBT community and was established by
married gay couple Adam & Frank Golden. Inspired by the success of their own journey to fatherhood they now advocate for all loving couples
and individuals who wish to become parents. Together, they have gathered a remarkable team of experts comprised of veteran surrogates, egg
donors, attorneys, and psychologists who have over 40 years combined knowledge in the field of third-party reproduction. The entire team is
passionately committed to delivering authentic and trustworthy service by maintaining meaningful relationships. Golden Surrogacy is on the
esteemed Corporate Member Council of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) and Frank serves on the Board of Directors
for Path2Parenthood. In addition, the agency is Better Business Bureau accredited and a professional member of RESOLVE, The National
Infertility Association. Golden Surrogacy has become a leading resource for LGBT family building through surrogacy.

www.goldensurrogacy.com

GENEPEEKS

GOLD

GenePeeks is a genetic screening service that digitally combines DNA information from you and yo ur prospective donor, to identify potential
risks to a future child. This breakthrough technology allows GenePeeks to predict a future child’s risk of inheriting any of 1000+ potential
diseases. GenePeeks gives you this information before you finalize your donor selection, so that you can make a more confident donor choice.

www.genepeeks.com
11

WORLDWIDE SURROGACY SPECIALISTS

GOLD

At Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists (WSS), we consistently strive to create successful matches so that hopeful intended parents across the globe can start the families
they have always dreamed of. We are dedicated to assist both couples and individuals with the desire to achieve a family through third party assisted reproduction. By
providing attentive, individualized representation and unmatched legal advice and support, our professional team serves as a support system for both intended parents and
surrogates. We hold ourselves to the highest ethical standards in order to educate all parties with the utmost professionalism, and compassion throughout the journey. WSS
is a caring and highly competent team of professionals led by Founder and Legal Director Victoria T. Ferrara, Esq. Victoria is a member of Resolve (The National Infertility
Association), the American Fertility Association, and the prestigious American Academy of Assisted Reproductive Lawyers. Please visit our website to learn more about our
dedicated team of professionals or like us on Facebook to get updates and the latest news about surrogacy.

www.worldwidesurrogacy.org

CANADIAN FERTILITY CONSULTING

GOLD

Canadian Fertility Consultants is Canada’s leading full service fertility consulting firm. We know that fertility challenges go beyond borders, time zones and language; fertility
affects us all no matter where we are located. CFC has the knowledge, global reach and capacity to assist you at anytime, anywhere in the world. Our goal is to support
and guide clients through the entire process of building a family. We have fostered relationships with leading fertility professionals around the world in order to provide the
best team. We work closely with clients to develop a plan that is tailored to their individual needs and one that offers the best chance of success, including access to your
embryos from your preferred clinic. CFC utilizes knowledge from our legal team to make certain each plan is carried out respecting the current legal framework both within
Canada and abroad. We want to ensure this already difficult journey progresses as smoothly, respectfully and as stress-free as possible.

www.fertilityconsultants.ca

OREGON REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE

GOLD

Love is Family. Oregon Reproductive Medicine (ORM) is one of the world’s leading IVF clinics for donor egg surrogacy. For over 25 years we have been helping LGBTQ
intended parents from 40 countries build their families. We are recognized globally for personalized care and consistently achieving among the highest live birth success
rates – in recent years a more than 90% live birth rate with more than 70% twins in our donor egg surrogacy program. ORM Donors is our in-house egg donor program.
Our locally-based donors are fully and rigorously-screened which minimizes time, risk and cost for intended parents. ORM Surrogacy is our program for intended parents
working with a surrogate as part of their family building. ORM is one of the most experienced IVF clinics for surrogacy, with a dedicated team for managing these complex
processes and longstanding relationships with the most experienced and respected surrogacy agencies. ORM Genomics is our program for integrating the most advanced
reproductive genomics care and screening into every journey. Our team of in-house genetics counselors works with every donor and intended parent. Our goal is to give
every intended parent the very best chance for success and a healthy baby on their first attempt.

www.oregonreproductivemedicine.com

SIMPLE SURROGACY

GOLD

Simple Surrogacy was founded in 2002 to assist couples and individuals in achieving a family through assisted reproduction. We were founded
on one simple principle: to provide our clients with the highest standard of care at an affordable price. We are one of the largest surrogacy and
egg donation agencies in the U.S., and are highly regarded in the surrogacy community for our expertise, support and professionalism. Simple
Surrogacy has worked with many International Clients on their journey to becoming parents, using our personal attention to detail, prompt response
and matching times, and affordable prices. Our counselors, coordinators and owners are all experienced in assisted reproduction, as former
surrogates, Intended Parents or Egg Donors. It is our pleasure to offer our clients that insider’s expert knowledge at significantly reduced costs that
enable many people to become Parents through Surrogacy.

www.simplesurrogacy.com
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FAMILY SOURCE CONSULTANTS

GOLD

Family Source Consultants, LLC is an Illinois based Gestational Surrogacy & Egg Donation Agency. We match and facilitate Gestational Surrogacy and Egg Donation
arrangements, and work with traditional, gay or lesbian couples and individuals of all races, religious and ethnic backgrounds. Our agency handles all aspects of each
assisted reproduction program, whether it involves Egg Donation and/or Gestational Surrogacy. We work closely with each and every client to ensure arrangements
are customized to meet the specific needs of prospective parents, surrogates and egg donors. Family Source Consultants are proud members of the American Society
of Reproductive Medicine, and Resolve. In addition, we have aligned our agency with the highest levels of Reproductive Endocrinologists, Reproductive Attorneys and
Psychologists. We welcome you to contact us for additional information. Family Source Consultants looks forward to participating as members of your baby creation team!

www.familysourcesurrogacy.com

CT FERTILITY

GOLD

CT Fertility strives to provide all patients every available option for building their family. For the last 25 years we have been a leader in fertility,
and have been widely recognized throughout Europe and the U.S. as a preeminent fertility center for advanced reproductive care of infertile
couples, singles and same-sex couples. In the past year, Melvin Thornton, II, MD joined our practice as Acting Medical Director and Director of
the Egg Donor Program. After 15 years as a Professor at the Columbia University College of Medicine and Medical Director of the Columbia
University IVF program, as well as 9 years as Director of the Columbia University donor egg program, we are honored to have him be a part of
the leadership team. We take great pride in partnering with, guiding and empowering our patients to achieve their unique family building goals.
Based in a brand-new facility in beautiful Trumbull, CT, just 90 minutes north of New York City, CT Fertility also has offices in Manhattan. We
are thrilled to announce our expansion into Europe with a new office in Barcelona, Spain. By expanding our capacity and presence, we hope to
bring new family building options to patients around the world.

www.ctfertility.com

CREATE FERTILITY CENTRE

GOLD

Working with you to CReATe the family you’ve always dreamed of. Under the leadership of Dr. Clifford Librach, CReATe (Canadian Reproductive
Assisted Technologies) Fertility Centre specializes in highly individualized care for clients from across Canada and around the world. “Our patients
have unique hopes and dreams for a family” says Dr. Librach. Our team of professionals collaborate with you to provide personalized care with
state-of-the-art on-site services including anonymous or known egg donation, gestational surrogacy, cryopreservation and Pre-Implantation
Genetic Screening (PGS). As such, CReATe offers success rates among the top facilities in the world. Our staff strongly believe in caring for the
whole patient taking into consideration social, cultural and spiritual needs.

www.createivf.com

FERTILITY SPECIALISTS OF TEXAS

SILVER

Fertility Specialists of Texas, an active GPAP participant, created LGBT Fertility, a specialty division of the practice, to better serve the LGBT community and the unique
challenges it faces when building families. At FST our goals are simple: to offer same-sex couples the best, most proactive medical plan for having a biological child; to
serve as a one-stop resource for information, guidance and referrals for navigating third-party fertility; to make family building via fertility treatments efficient, effective and
as affordable as possible for the LGBT community. FST offers cutting-edge technology coupled with individualized, patient-focused care that results in some of the highest
pregnancy rates in the nation. We provide the latest in reproductive technology at our state-of-the-art fertility center in Frisco, Texas, as well as at our satellite offices.
Though headquartered in Texas, we are an international practice, offering services to patients around the world.

www.fertilitytexas.com
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IARC

BRONZE

IARC is a Minnesota-based surrogacy agency that has facilitated over 2,000 births in its 30 year history. Expert surrogacy from the heart is our mission. We are proud to
offer the most affordable full-service support for all legal, medical, financial, insurance, and administrative aspects of this process while always remaining focused on the
well-being of all parties involved. You may count on us for thorough education, transparency, and personalized attention for each step of your program. This is not a “one
size fits all” process, and we help intended parents make customized decisions that are best for their needs, budgetary and otherwise. This is an emotional step but also
one that is filled with excitement. Joining your family on this journey would be our sincere privilege!

www.fertilityhelp.com

COLORADO SURROGACY

BRONZE

Colorado Surrogacy is a professional, friendly, Colorado-focused agency committed to growing families through gestational surrogacy. They
provide assistance to same-sex couples, and single men and women seeking to start a family through assisted reproductive technology.
They screen and select qualified, open-hearted surrogates to help make your dreams of a child come true. Their services support and
protect the health and family of the surrogate mother—the cornerstone of this extraordinary journey—and empower, grow and protect the
family about to be created. Colorado has one of the most surrogacy-friendly judicial systems in the country. Colorado courts routinely grant
intended parents pre-birth parentage orders (PBOs) before the baby is delivered. Your name(s) goes on the birth certificate and there’s no
lengthy and expensive adoption. Perhaps most importantly, Colorado does not use gender to dictate who can be a parent.

www.coloradosurro.com

INVIA FERTILITY SPECIALISTS

BRONZE

At InVia Fertility Specialists, we openly welcome, and frequently work with, many same sex couples and single parents. Nothing should
stop any individual or couple who wants a family from achieving that dream, and we are here to help in any way that we can. Our
fertility team is always available to give you guidance and information as you need it. This team includes not only the knowledgeable
InVia Fertility Specialists staff, but also psychologists, legal experts, and egg donor and surrogate agencies. In fact, we have our own
egg donor program so that we can streamline the process for those who require egg donation. We at InVia Fertility Specialists would
like to be your guides and provide a judgment free zone for you to feel safe and comfortable while going through this very important
step toward building your family.

www.inviafertility.com

ALTERNATIVE REPRODUCTIVE RESOURCES (ARR)
EST. 1992

ARR1.COM

BRONZE

(773) 327-7315

Since 1992 Alternative Reproductive Resources (ARR) has been pleased to help many same-sex couples build their family. As gay couples increasingly explore their options,
we work hard to ease couples into the world of egg donation and gestational surrogacy. As one of the first egg donor and gestational surrogacy agencies, we consider it our
responsibility and honor to set and live by the high standards you expect – in terms of ethics, principles and performance. Coming together to help create families, we ensure
the best interests of intended parents, egg donors and gestational surrogates are met. We are personal and hands-on, advocating for you, encouraging you and celebrating
your successes. We are privileged to stay by your side until your journey is completed. Our approach differentiates ARR globally, ensuring an unparalleled experience for
everyone traveling alternative paths to parenthood.

www.arr1.com

HOPE SPRINGS FERTILITY LAW

BRONZE

With her unique background as a high profile criminal defence lawyer for almost 30 years and, extraordinary journey as an
Intended Parent, Cindy Wasser offers an unparalleled service to Intended Parents, Surrogates and Donors. Her firm, Hope
Springs Fertility Law™ is one of the leading firms in Canada with a large international clientele. Cindy prepares contracts between
Intended Parents and their surrogates and donors and obtains the Declaration of Parentage quickly and efficiently, once the
baby is born making her clients’ journey as simple as possible. When the RCMP investigation into ART began in February 2012,
Cindy was called upon to provide legal advice to other fertility lawyers, medical practitioners and, consultant agencies. Cindy has
lectured about fertility law at medico-legal conferences and at hospitals and is published in a leading medical journal.

www.hopespringsfertlitylaw.com
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ROSS & ZUCKERMAN, LLP

BRONZE

Ross & Zuckerman was formed in 2005 to focus solely on the continuously evolving laws surrounding family building, including those affecting intended parent(s), gamete
donors and surrogates. We are committed to helping clients navigate the legal portion of their family building journey by: (1) collaborating with other infertility professionals
including physicians, psychologists, medical ethicists and matching entities to help assist clients in making appropriate decisions for their family building options; (2)
educating each client on their rights and responsibilities related to their family building plan, including the drafting and negotiation of appropriate documentation to
successfully reflect that plan; and (3) offering flexible meeting times as well as Skype and telephone consultations.

www.infertilityattorney.com

EMD SERONO

BRONZE

EMD Serono, the biopharmaceutical division of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, is a specialized biopharmaceutical company dedicated to developing therapies with
groundbreaking potential. At EMD Serono, we recognized the potential of specialty pharmaceuticals and patient care long ago, and have been dedicated to delivering on their
promise ever since. We have a legacy of both trying to find solutions to hard to treat conditions, as well as developing patient assistance programs that help ensure that those
who need our therapies are able to access them. As one of the top five U.S. companies exclusively focused on specialty care, we see our innovation as a matter of balancing
science with emotion—integrating our top minds in research and development with the insights from patients and health care practitioners confronting real-world concerns.

www.emdserono.com
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GROW YOUR FAMILY
with the

EXPERTS

IVF | EGG DONORS | SURROGACY | REPRODUCTIVE GENOMICS

OregonReproductiveMedicine.com

+1 503.274.4994

DR. MELVIN THORNTON II
AC T I N G M E D I CA L D I R E C TO R
& D I R E C TO R O F T H E E G G D O N O R P R O GR A M

Dr. Thornton’s expertise in Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility
combined with his warm nature ensures that each of his patients feels
cared for and supported throughout their experience. He places an
emphasis on individualized care and focuses on helping each patient
determine the path that is right for them as they go through the journey
of creating their family.

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOUR
FAMILY BUILDING DREAMS

Dr. Thornton’s experience includes 15 years as the Medical Director of the
Columbia University IVF program and nine years as Director of their donor
egg program. He is passionate about helping patients realize their dreams of
family through egg donation and his personalized approach enables him to
provide the best care possible for his patients.

SINCE 1991 WE HAVE HELPED OVER 5,000 FAMILIES

OUR MISSION
CT Fertility strives to provide all patients every available
option for building their family. For the last 25 years we have
been a leader in fertility, and have been widely recognized
throughout Europe and the U.S. as a preeminent fertility center
for advanced reproductive care of infertile couples, singles
and same-sex couples. We take great pride in partnering with,
guiding and empowering our patients to achieve their unique
family building goals.

DR. JOAO DE PINHO
LEAD PHYSICIAN

Dr. De Pinho was born in Portuguese and speaks Spanish,
Portuguese, French and English, as well as some German and Italian.
After graduating from Baylor College of Medicine, he went on to
complete an advanced fellowship in Reproductive Endocrinology and
Infertility at Columbia University in New York City where he
participated in multiple research projects and authored numerous
publications in Obstetrics, Oncologic Gynecology, Urogynecology
and Reproductive Medicine. Additionally, he authored original works
in the areas of infertility, ethics of egg donor programs, HIV and
reproduction and the development of new egg freezing techniques.

OUR LOCATIONS
Based in a brand-new facility in beautiful Trumbull, CT, just 90
minutes north of New York City, CT Fertility also has offices in
Manhattan. And we are thrilled to announce our expansion into
Europe with a new office in Barcelona, Spain. By expanding our
capacity and presence, we hope to bring new family building
options to patients around the world.

OUR PHYSICIANS
To accommodate our growing patient demand, we are pleased
to welcome two leaders in the field of Reproductive Medicine
to our team.
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CT Fertility - Connecticut

CT Fertility - Manhattan

CT Fertility - Europe

100 Technology Drive, Suite 210
Trumbull, CT 06611
+1 203-373-1200 (Telephone)
+1 203-365-6516 (Fax)
www.ctfertility.com

110 East 55th Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10022
+1 212-754-1200 (Telephone)
+1 212-754-1200 (Fax)
www.ctfertility.com

Ronda de la Universitat, 9 - 6
08007 Barcelona, Spain
+34 931-591-113
www.ctfertility.com

Let our family help create
your family!

Your Family
Building
Resource

Oﬀering compassionate and
cost-conscious guidance to
surrogacy and egg donor
journeys for over 25 years

ivf
surrogacy
egg donation

gayparentstobe.com
844.203.7208

fer�lityhelp . com
info@iarc-usa . com
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WE HELPED CREATE SOME OF
THE WORLD’S FIRST IVF BABIES
IVF, SURROGACY, EGG DONATION, GAY FAMILY BUILDING
California Fertility Partners has been helping men and women
of the LGBT Community to have babies and build happy families for over twenty years.

GUY RINGLER, MD
11818 WILSHIRE BLVD, STE 300 | LOS ANGELES, CA | 310.828.4008 TEL
WWW.CALIFORNIAFERTILITYPARTNERS.COM
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2017

CReATing

EVENTS
The CReATe Fertility Centre
provides expert, compassionate, and
personalized reproductive healthcare to LGBT couples
embarking on the exciting journey towards creating a
family. For over 15 years, under the directorship of
Dr Clifford Librach and colleagues, the centre has strived
to provide LGBT couples with the best available
reproductive health care services in a world class facility.

DALLAS

June 10-11, 2017—
Wyndham Dallas Suites Park Central

Brussels

Clifford Librach MD, FRCS(C) , FACOG (REI), Medical Director
September 23-24, 2017—Hilton Brussels Grand Place
Dr. Ari Baratz, Dr. Karen Glass, Dr. Prati Sharma

New York

Specialists in Assisted Reproduction Technologies,
Known/Anonymous Egg Donation and Gestational Surrogacy.

November 12, 2017—JCC Manhattan, not final

www.createivf.com
1100-790 Bay St. Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, M5G 1N8
T: 1.416.323.7727 F: 1.416.323.7334
E: pride@createivf.com
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FROM THE SURROGACY ADVISOR PEER RATINGS DIRECTORY
from www.menhavingbabies.org/ratings as of 3/28/17
Overall
Score

Golden Surrogacy
Creative Family Connections
All Families Surrogacy
NW Surrogacy
IARC
Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists
ARTParenting
Fertility Miracles
The Surrogacy Source
Surrogate Alternatives (SAI)
Simple Surrogacy
Circle Surrogacy
Family Source Consultants
Growing Generations
Extraordinary Conceptions
Reproductive Possibilities
Center for Surrogate Parenting (CSP)
Surro Connections
Same Love Surrogacy
Lotus Blossom Consulting
Canadian Surrogacy Options
ConceiveAbilities
Tammuz Family
Lotus Surrogacy
Viva Family

# of
Average
Reviews Journey Cost

Average
Journey
Length
(months)

Web Site

USA SURROGACY AGENCIES WITH 10+ REVIEWS
9.9
12
$125,000
17
www.goldensurrogacy.com
9.6
49
$134,000
19
www.creativefamilyconnections.com
9.5
13
$137,000
16
www.allfamiliessurrogacy.com
9.3
50
$117,000
18
www.nwsurrogacycenter.com
9.1
30
$109,000
23
www.fertilityhelp.com/
9.1
42
$125,000
18
www.assistedreproductionlaw.com
8.9
25
$97,000
20
www.artparenting.com
8.9
22
$125,000
17
www.fertilitymiracles.com
8.8
10
$113,000
15
www.thesurrogacysource.com
8.7
21
$127,000
23
www.surrogatealternatives.com
8.7
53
$96,000
18
www.simplesurrogacy.com
8.2
137
$133,000
19
www.circlesurrogacy.com
8
31
$96,000
20
www.familysourcesurrogacy.com
7.6
19
$166,000
21
www.growinggenerations.com
7.2
21
$135,000
18
www.extraconceptions.com
7.2
26
$126,000
21
www.reproductivepossibilities.com
6.5
11
$129,000
20
www.creatingfamilies.com
USA SURROGACY AGENCIES WITH LESS THAN 10 REVIEWS
9.6
5
$116,000
14
www.surroconnections.com
9.3
4
$125,000
16
www.samelovesurrogacy.com
9
5
$128,000
23
www.LotusBlossomConsulting.com
8.8
5
$88,000
19
www.canadiansurrogacyoptions.com
8.7
6
$110,000
18
www.conceiveabilities.com
SURROGACY OUTSIDE THE USA
9.3
35
$73,000
16
www.tammuz.com
9.3
27
$68,000
14
www.lotussurrogacy.com
9.3
8
$71,000
20
www.viva-family.com

IVF CLINICS
Virginia Center for Reproductive Medicine
California Fertility Partners
Fertility & Surgical Associates of CA
CT Fertility
Fertility center of Las Vegas
Fort Worth Fertility
La Jolla IVF
Shady Grove Fertility Center
Fertility Center of IL (FCI)
Oregon Reproductive Medicine
RMA NJ
HRC Fertilty
Pacific Fertility Center (PFCLA)
New England Fertility (NEF)
aParent IVF
Los Angeles Reproductive Center
San Diego Fertility Center (SDFC)
Fertility Specialists of Texas
Reproductive Medicine Associates of CT (RMACT)
Oregon Health & Science U. (OHSU)
ReproMed
Center for Assisted Reproduction (CARE Fertility)
Cardone Reproductive

Overall
Score

# of
Reviews

First cycle success

CLINICS WITH 10+ REVIEWS
9.8
33
74%
9.7
13
77%
9.3
12
83%
9.3
165
75%
9.3
35
85%
9.2
22
65%
9.2
24
83%
9.2
18
65%
9
31
73%
9
68
88%
8.8
16
67%
8.6
18
75%
8.5
43
61%
7.2
14
50%
CLINICS WITH LESS THAN 10 REVIEWS
10
6
100%
10
8
88%
9.6
7
100%
9.4
7
100%
9.4
7
71%
9.2
5
75%
9.2
6
67%
9.1
7
86%
7.3
4
25%
23

Web Site

www.vcrmed.com
www.californiafertilitypartners.com
www.fertilityassociates.com
www.ctfertility.com
www.fertilitycenterlv.com
www.fwivf.com
www.lajollaivf.com
www.shadygrovefertility.com
fcionline.com
www.oregonreproductivemedicine.com
www.rmanj.com
www.havingbabies.com
www.pfcla.com.
www.nefertility.com
www.aparentivf.com
wwww.losangelesreproductivecenter.com
www.sdfertility.com
www.fertilitytexas.com
www.rmact.com
www.ohsu.edu
www.repromed.ca
www.embryo.net
www.cardonerepromed.com

ABOUT MEN HAVING BABIES
With over 6,500 future and current gay parents worldwide, the international nonprofit Men Having
Babies (MHB) is dedicated to providing its members with educational and financial support. Each year
over a thousand attendees benefit from unbiased guidance and access to a wide range of relevant
service providers at its monthly workshops in NYC and conferences in NYC, Chicago, Brussels, San
Francisco, Dallas and Tel Aviv. The organization’s Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP) provides
dozens of couples annually with over a million dollars worth of cash grants, discounts and free services
from over fifty leading service providers. Collaborating with an advisory board made up of surrogates,
MHB developed a Framework for Ethical Surrogacy, which has received endorsements from leading
LGBT parenting organizations worldwide. In addition, MHB offers extensive online resources, a
directory with ratings and reviews of agencies and clinics, a Surrogacy Speakers Bureau, and a vibrant
online community forum.

SURROGACY WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES
MHB offers monthly workshops in NYC, as well as annual conferences in New York,
San Francisco, Chicago, Dallas, Tel Aviv and Brussels. These conferences, which
are organized with the help of prominent LGBT parenting organizations, provide
unparalleled opportunities to get unbiased information, access a wide range of relevant
service providers, and connect with others going through the surrogacy process.
Special interest panels for parents, prospects and professionals include topics such as
parenting for HIV+ men, speaking to your children about surrogacy and gay parenting,
testimonies from teenagers born via surrogacy, and ethical considerations in surrogacy.

THE GAY PARENTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (GPAP)
The Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP) was created as part of our mission to
make surrogacy services more affordable for gay men. GPAP annually provides dozens of
couples with access to substantial discounts and about $750,000 in cash grants and free
services from about fifty leading service providers. Funds for this program come from event
sponsorship fees and direct donations. Applications for discounts (Stage I) are accepted on
a rolling basis, and candidates for grants (Stage II) are evaluated annually.

THE SURROGACY ADVISOR DIRECTORY
In an effort to promote transparency and affordability, MHB conducts extensive surveys of
hundreds of surrogacy clients. Using the data we receive, we compile exclusive rating tables
with satisfaction levels for various agencies and clinics, as well as success rates, and real
cost figures. This information has already helped many prospective parents save thousands of
dollars by identifying affordable, effective providers. The directory includes a comprehensive
listing of over 100 providers from the USA and beyond with contact information, descriptions
of services, video introductions, and reviews. A universal consultation request form allows our
members to contact dozens of providers in one step.

ADVOCACY AND RESEARCH
Together with our Surrogates Advisory Committee and community partners worldwide, MHB
works to promote a Framework for Ethical Surrogacy that benefit all parties involved. We also
work to raise awareness about surrogacy by assisting academic studies, maintaining the
MHB Surrogacy Forum on Facebook for dads and surrogates, and setting up the first ever
Surrogacy Speakers Bureau.

