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AGENDA

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6:
Registration: 8:15-9:00 (Foyer, Floor 1)

Overview of Parenting Options for European Gay Men: including in the USA, Canada and other   
international destinations: 9:00-9:30 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
Introductions and an overview of parenting options for European gay men.

Planning Your Parenting Journey: 9:30-10:30 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
Surrogacy fathers from the USA and Europe will lead a comprehensive surrogacy workshop that was developed based on the accumulated knowledge of hundreds of gay 
men who have already gone through the process. In the first part we will go over the various surrogacy arrangements available for gay men, and prepare you to make the 
basic decisions regarding your surrogacy journey. Topics covered will include:

• Basic terminology, types and components of typical surrogacy 
arrangements.

• Typical sequence and timeline for gestational surrogacy journeys.
• Major decisions that shape the surrogacy journey.

• Considering your family vision, financial constraints, risk tolerance  
and ethical preferences.

• Ethical best practices.

Coffee Break: 10:30-11:00

Comparative Panel – Surrogacy in Canada and the USA: 11:00-11:30 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
This panel will compare journeys in the USA and Canada to help you understand the key differences and how journeys are similar.
Moderator: Sherman Taylor, MHB – Board Chairman
Panelists:
- Sara Cohen, LLB, Fertility Law Canada
- Vicki Ferrara, Esq., Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists
- Richard Vaughn, Esq., International Fertility Law Group

Getting Started Guide: picking providers, surrogacy resources and financial assistance: 11:30-12:00 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
An overview of online resources, support groups and other guidance MHB offers to prospective gay fathers, suggestions on how to effectively gather information and select 
surrogacy providers, and on how to make the process more affordable with discounts and financial assistance.

Q&A Session: MHB Membership Benefits Program (MBP) and The Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP): 12:00-12:20 (Grand 
Ballroom, Floor 1)
Panelists:
- Brian Blitzer, MHB - GPAP Benefits Coordinator
- Lisa Schuster, MHB–Director of Programming

Considerations for Egg Donation: 12:20-12:45 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
Understand what criteria and information is available when choosing your egg donor. Learn about the potential sources to find your egg donor, and how your criteria will 
impact your journey.
Panelists:
- Greg Wiles, Pacific Fertility Center LA
- Hilary Smith, Extraordinary Conceptions

Lunch / Gay Parenting Resource Fair: 12:45-14:00 (Vista, Floor 27)
Enjoy lunch and explore the resource fair of Gay Parenting Services – where you’ll meet more than thirty providers and receive information 
from leading clinics, surrogacy and adoption agencies, lawyers and supporting community organizations. The fair will continue until 17:00.
Lunch is sponsored by Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists.

Breakout Sessions: come meet the sponsors: 14:00-16:00 (1st & 26th Floors–see table on next page)
Attendees will have the opportunity to take part in up to 7 introductory group consultations with the various providers. Take advantage of this opportunity to get to know 
these surrogacy providers. Most sessions will be 18 minutes long (plus 2-3 minutes switch time), with some of the closing sessions lasting 8 minutes each. They take place 
simultaneously in 4 meeting rooms. The Gay Parenting Resource Fair will also continue to be available during this period.

Grand Ballroom 1, Floor 1 Grand Ballroom 2, Floor 1 Meeting Room 1, Floor 26 Meeting Room 3, Floor 26

14:00 – 14:20

14:20 – 14:40

14:40 – 15:00

15:00 – 15:20

15:20 – 15:40

15:40 – 15:50

15:50 – 16:00

Gay Parenting Resource Fair / Coffee Break: 16:00-17:00 (Vista, Floor 27) 
Sponsored by San Diego Fertility Center.

A Mindful Look at Surrogacy–Psychological and Ethical Aspects: 17:00-18:00 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
In this session we will examine how we feel about surrogacy: the meanings and significance people tend to attribute to surrogacy in their lives, with a special focus on 
surrogates’ perspectives. We will look at questions such as:

• What are the dominant social perceptions of surrogacy in the USA and 
Canada? How are they different than the perceptions in Europe?

• How do surrogates understand their experiences?

• What are the roots for concerns about exploitation and 
commodification in surrogacy?

• What are the experiences of children born via surrogacy?
We will present recent research on surrogacy, and evidence from studies about the way surrogacy affects the the welfare of the child, the surrogate, and her family. We will 
also look at programs meant to encourage a more mindful surrogacy experience, such as MHB’s Framework for Ethical Surrogacy.
Moderator: Silvia Schneider Fox, PsyD, MHB board member
Speakers / Panelists:
Aurelien Evenor, Surro Connections
Lisa Schuster, MHB – Director of Programming
Jérôme Brun, Family Source Consultants

Personal Stories Panel: 18:00-19:00 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
Hear the diverse personal experiences of several gay surrogacy dads and surrogates.Sponsored by Surro Connections.
Moderator: Silvia Schneider Fox, PsyD, MHB board member
Panelists:

Happy Hour and Member Social: 19:00 (Park Ballroom – Floor 1) 
Join us in Park Ballroom (Floor 1) to close the evening with a social gathering. This casual time will be a great opportunity to discuss the information from the day’s sessions 
as well as network with other parents, intended parents and professionals.
Refreshments will be served. Registered attendees receive a coupon for one free drink.

Cedric Coraillon & Patrick Carloni Pauline van Berkel Thomas Lienard and Pierre Lefèbvre Dirk Van Goethem and Wim Baeten
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021
Registration: 8:15-9:00 (Foyer, Floor 1)

Expert Panel: Medical Aspects of Surrogacy: 9:00-10:30 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
The medical screening of future fathers, egg donors and surrogates, the creation of optimal embryos, and the IVF process.
Moderator: Said Daneshmand, MD, San Diego Fertility Center
Panelists:
- Guy Ringler, MD, California Fertility Partners
- Jerald Goldstein, MD, Fertility Specialists of Texas
- Ashim Kumar, MD, Western Fertility Institute
- Rahi Victory, MD, Victory Reproductive Care Canada
- Melvin Thornton, MD, Global Fertility & Genetics

 Coffee Break: 10:30-10:45

Expert Panel: Budgeting and Insurance Issues for Non-USA Residents: 10:45-11:30 (Grand Ballroom, Floor 1)
A closer look at medical insurance and surrogate compensation packages. This panel addresses specific surrogacy budgeting considerations 
for non-USA residents.
Sponsored by ART Risk Financial and Insurance Solutions
Moderator: Lisa Schuster, MHB–Director of Programming
Panelists:
- Christene Anthony, Center for Surrogate Parenting
- Brad Spencer, Same Love Surrogacy
- Virginia Hart, ART Risk Financial and Insurance Solutions

Country-Specific Expert Panels: 11:45-13:00 (1st & 26th Floors–see below) 
France: Grand Ballroom Floor 1
Belgium: Floor 26 - Meeting Room 1
Netherlands: Floor 26 - Meeting Room 2
Germany: Floor 26 - Meeting Room 3
UK/Rest of Europe: Floor 26 - Meeting Room 4 
This session will provide in-depth advice for prospective parents in five different groups: Belgians, Dutch, French, Germans and European in general (from the UK, 
Switzerland, Spain, Italy, etc.). The sessions will be facilitated by experienced surrogacy parents from the various countries. Panelists will include American, Canadian and 
European legal experts to discuss how parental rights can be established in the USA, and specific legal arrangements needed for each country in order to bring the babies 
back, and to secure residency and parental rights in each country.
Legal experts
- Attorney Wilma Eusman / The Netherlands
- Attorney Fabian Gaudry / Belgium
- Attorney Thomas Oberhäuser / Germany
- Attorney Clélia Richard / France
- Anthony Brown, Esq., Circle Surrogacy & Egg Donation
- Stephanie Caballero, Esq., Surrogacy Law Center
- Sara Cohen, LLB, Fertility Law Canada
- Molly O’Brien, Esq., International Fertility Law Group
- Steve Snyder, Esq., IARC Surrogacy
- Richard Vaughn, Esq., International Fertility Law Group 
- Attorney Sarah Williams, Payne Hicks Beach

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Said T. Daneshmand, MD, FACOG  
Dr. Daneshmand is specialty board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology and sub-specialty board certified 
in Reproductive Endocrinology. He serves on the board of several surrogacy advocacy groups. He has 
collaborated to develop in vitro fertilization (IVF) protocols to improve pregnancy rates, including PTEC 
(post-thaw extended culture), which is one of the most successful IVF regimens currently available. These 
groundbreaking findings were published in the internationally respected medical journal, Fertility and Sterility, where 
Dr. Daneshmand also served as a reviewer. As a leading physician in fertility care at San Diego Fertility Center, intended 
parents have travelled from more than 40 countries in 2019 alone to seek his help in their journey to parenthood.  He was 
the Principal Investigator in the Multi-Center Global research trial of non-invasive PGT-A, the latest technique for assessing 
embryonic genetic health without the need for embryo biopsy.

Victoria Ferrara, Esq.  
As the Founder & Legal Director of Worldwide Surrogacy, Vicki leads the agency with a passion for law 
and the family formation process. She brings over 25 years of experience practicing assisted reproductive 
technology law and surrogacy law to help people make their dreams of family come true – just as hers 
have. She and her spouse, Michelle Loris, have two sons, Sal and Nick. Vicki has been practicing assisted 
reproductive technology, surrogacy, and family law for over 25 years, and serves as the Founder & Managing Partner 
of Ferrara Law Group, PC. One of Vicki’s greatest achievements is the landmark decision of Raftopol v. Ramey, a Supreme 
Court case that created a new way to establish legal parentage in Connecticut. The case determined that an Intended Parent 
was granted rights to a child via a valid gestational agreement regardless of genetic connection to the child to be born to the 
gestational surrogate.

Jerald S. Goldstein, MD  
Jerald Goldstein is the medical director and founder of Fertility Specialists of Texas. Dedicated to helping 
single and coupled gay patients build their families, Goldstein is known for excellent success rates in 
reproductive medicine, especially third-party reproduction, egg donation and surrogacy. LGBT patients 
from Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa and across the United States seek his medical care. Dr. Goldstein is 
board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology, and in the sub-specialty of Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility. He 
has presented before numerous medical conferences and been published in peer reviewed journals. Goldstein graduated 
with honors from Tulane University followed by Medical School at the prestigious University of Texas, Southwestern Medical 
School in Dallas, Texas. He currently serves on the Advisory Board of Men Having Babies and has served on the faculty of the 
Washington University Medical School in St. Lewis. Dr. Goldstein has been committed to helping the LGBT community since 
he founded FST in 2005 and he is responsible for the birth of 1000’s of babies during his career. Of parenthood, Goldstein 
says, “Having two boys, ages 14 and 16 years old, I know how much they have changed my life and am committed to making 
that a reality for others.”

Virginia Hart  
As founder and CEO of ART Risk Financial and Insurance Solutions, Inc.  Virginia Hart is an insurance agent 
with over 25 years’ experience, specializing in insurance for all aspects of assisted reproduction since 2001.  
Virginia is a community leader with an extensive breadth of knowledge, expertise, and passion for the 
Assisted Reproductive Technology field. Ms. Hart is a frequent guest lecturer at the ABA Family Law section 
and New York LGBT Center conferences, as well as SEEDS Brown Paper Bag series events.  Additionally, she serves on the 
MHB Advisory Circle.  Virginia, successfully and diligently, develops products and cost management solutions in the ART 
community. The insurance world is ever changing and as such, she remains current on insurance issues utilizing commercial 
insurance, specialty products, and financial case management options for her clients.  Virginia expresses: “Helping to find 
financial solutions for people passionate about creating a family is one of my greatest joys.  Seeing their dreams come true 
drives me forward in finding the best solutions to continue to create families.”

Ashim Kumar, MD  
Dr. Kumar is board certified in reproductive endocrinology, obstetrics and gynecology, and practices near 
Los Angeles, California at Western Fertility Institute. In recent years he has focused his efforts on those 
who have had difficulty conceiving and require third party reproduction (egg donation and gestational 
surrogacy). Obtaining the highest success rates achievable today, by combining meticulous attention to 
detail, a 7-day work ethic, the best support staff, and the latest technology, over half of his current patients travel from overseas 
which include countries such as Australia, China, Austria, France, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Israel, UK, Netherlands, and 
India. Dr. Kumar’s fellowship in reproductive endocrinology and infertility allowed him to work with world-renowned leaders 
in the field at both UCLA and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. Highly regarded in the field, he has published numerous articles 
in peer-reviewed journals and presented his work at the annual meeting of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine. 
He serves as an ad hoc reviewer for the journal Fertility and Sterility and is a Pacific Coast Reproductive Society member.

Please use this QR Code 
to access conference panel 
presentation slides, a digital 
version of this print program, 
and additional relevant 
documents MHB has developed 
as resources for you during 
your surrogacy journey. These 
documents are available for 
a limited time to conference 
attendees only.
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Guy Ringler, MD 
In clinical practice for over twenty years, Dr. Guy Ringler has developed a large international referral practice 
due to his excellent patient rapport and expertise in IVF, surrogacy, and gay family building at California 
Fertility Partners. As one of the world’s first fertility doctors to help gay men become fathers through egg 
donation and surrogacy, Dr. Ringler has been recognized by the American Fertility Association (AFA) with 
an Achievement Award. He regularly lends his voice to the public conversation about gay family-building as a spokesperson 
for GLAAD and a contributor to the Huffington Post. Dr. Ringler has worked closely with the AFA to increase public awareness 
of fertility options for people with HIV, and he has helped many HIV-positive people have children through assisted 
reproduction. Dr. Ringler is on the advisory board of Men Having Babies and lives in Los Angeles with his husband, Mark Rios.

Steven H. Snyder, Esq. 
Steven H. Snyder, Esq., is the founding and principal partner of Steven H. Snyder & Associates, and he is 
the Director IARC Surrogacy a full-service surrogacy agency, both located in the U.S. in Minnesota. Mr. 
Snyder is an active leader in numerous professional organizations, including RESOLVE, the American 
Fertility Association, the American Society of Reproductive Medicine, and the American Bar Association 
Assisted Reproductive Technology Committee. Mr. Snyder is the author of numerous articles and continuing legal education 
materials. He is also a frequent national and international lecturer and continuing legal education presenter in the area of 
assisted reproductive technology law. Mr. Snyder regularly contributes to various media interviews and publications as a 
legal expert in assisted reproduction and third-party reproduction legal issues.

Brad Spencer 
Brad Spencer is the Founder and Owner of Same Love Surrogacy, a global leading egg donor and surrogacy 
agency based in Los Angeles. Brad and his husband have twin boys conceived through IVF with the good 
fortune to have a family member as their egg donor and an exceptional gestational carrier. It was his 
personal journey that helped build a full service agency in 2014 that is owned and operated by gay fathers. 
Brad is globally known for providing best in class services to LGBTQ individuals seeking to become parents through assisted 
reproductive technology. He has successfully helped LGBTQ individuals build their families, including HIV-positive gay men. 
Brad works closely with the leading IVF clinics, attorneys and insurance companies in the US. Brad was born, raised and 
resides in Los Angeles. Prior to founding Same Love, he worked as a successful investment investor for 20 years and holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business and Finance from California State University Northridge. Brad is an active supporter 
and volunteer for The Trevor Project, a national non-profit organization dedicated to preventing suicide among LGBTQ youth.

Christene Anthony
As a senior intended parent case manager for CSP, Christene Anthony, M.A., provides information and support to intended 
parents throughout the surrogacy process. She enjoys guiding intended parents through the entire process, from exploring 
options to matching with a surrogate, handling all financial and legal aspects, and participating in the pregnancy and birth. 
Christene joined CSP in 2015 after working as an independent counselor with Counseling Associates, the psychological team 
affiliated with CSP. Her experience helping intended parents and surrogates navigate the relationship aspects of surrogacy 
has proven valuable as a CSP case manager. Earlier in her career, Christene worked in corporate external affairs in Silicon 
Valley, California, specializing in philanthropy and large community volunteer projects. In the evenings, she taught English 
as a second language to adults from all over the world, learning about different cultures and forming many international 
friendships.  One of her greatest joys is travel. Some of her favorite trips have been to Taiwan, South Korea, France, England, 
Belgium, Italy, China, Canada and Mexico.

Anthony Brown, Esq.
Anthony Brown is a Parent Intake Consultant for Circle Surrogacy & Egg Donation, as well as an Attorney and the Chairman 
Emeritus of Men Having Babies. He graduated from Brooklyn Law School, where he served as research assistant to Nan 
Hunter, the founder of The Gay and Lesbian Project at the ACLU.  Anthony and his husband were the subjects of CNN’s, “In 
America, Gary and Tony Have a Baby”, a documentary about their journey of having a child through surrogacy. He is also a 
member of The Family Law Institute of the National Gay and Lesbian Bar Association, the New York State Bar Association, 
the New York County Lawyers Association, and the Committee for Assisted Reproduction of the American Bar Association. 
Anthony enjoys meeting with intended parents and sharing his personal experience with surrogacy. 

Jérôme Brun
Jérôme’s professional background and education is as a biology teacher, followed by advanced education to become a 
psychologist-psychoanalyst working with people to help live their best, most serene lives. Jérôme resides in France and 
speaks French, German, and English.  Jérôme and his husband welcomed a baby boy into the world in February of 2020 via 
surrogacy. Jérôme has both personal and professional experience navigating the world of third party reproduction as a Client 
Relations Manager for Family Source Consultants guiding French and German-speaking clients, as well as English speaking 
European-based clients. Jérôme truly enjoys sharing his knowledge and expertise with prospective new parents as they look 
to partner with Family Source in their family building experience.

Stephanie Caballero, Esq.
Stephanie M. Caballero, Esq. and her firm, The Surrogacy Law Center, have represented thousands of clients from all over 
the world in Surrogacy, Egg, Sperm, and Embryo Donation arrangements. Stephanie has appeared on various programs 
and in print media including the Today Show, Access Hollywood, HuffPost Live, ABC News, Fox 5 San Diego, BBC Mundo, 
The Daily Beast, In Touch Magazine, NPR, The Los Angeles Times, The Union Tribune and L.A. Daily Journal. After eight 
years of treatments including more than 10 artificial insemination procedures, three surgeries, three miscarriages, and 13 
IVF procedures, Stephanie finally realized her dream of having children when a surrogate carried her twins. Stephanie is a 
member of the American Bar Association, Academy of Adoption & Assisted Reproduction Attorneys, and American Society 
of Reproductive Medicine, having chaired and served on the Legal Professional Group board. Stephanie lives and works in 
beautiful San Diego County with her family and two toy poodles and in her free time enjoys cooking, swimming, reading, 
yoga and traveling.

Maître Catherine Clavin
Catherine Clavin is co-president of the APGL (Association of Gay and Lesbian Parents and Future Parents): The main 
homoparental association present since 1986, the APGL offers information activities, experience sharing and professional 
services for homoparental families, their children and future parents that it supports in their journey and in their parenthood. 
It intervenes with public and political authorities, at the national and local levels, to make homoparentality known and to 
assert the rights of homoparental families. Catherine Clavin is also a lawyer specializing in family law and more specifically in 
the law of filiation; she is an associate of the ALTERLINK Association of Women Lawyers.

Sara R. Cohen, LLB
Sara R. Cohen, LL.B. is one of Canada’s leading fertility law lawyers, and is based in Toronto, with Fertility Law Canada, with 
clients throughout the world.  She has assisted thousands of intended parents build their families through egg donation and 
surrogacy in Canada.  She is a passionate and compassionate advocate for her clients. Sara was recently named by Canadian 
Lawyer Magazine as one of the Top 25 Most Influential Lawyers in Canada.  She is on the board of directors of the Canadian 
Fertility and Andrology Society, is the past president of Fertility Matters Canada, a fellow of the Academy of Adoption and 
Assisted Reproduction Attorneys (AAAA), an adjunct professor of reproductive law at Osgoode Hall Law School, and on the 
executive of the American Bar Association’s Family Law Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technologies. Sara loves what 
she does, cares about her clients, and it shows! You can read more at www.fertilitylawcanada.com.

Tobias Devooght
Tobias and his husband Dennis are a German couple who welcomed their daughter Summer (born August 2019 as a preemie) 
and son Jaden (born April 2021) in two different surrogacy journeys in the USA. Sharing their experiences and supporting 
other couples with their dreams of becoming parents is a heartfelt wish to give something back to the community.The couple 
is committed to education of IVF, egg donation and surrogacy in Germany and had an editorial article in Spiegel Online. 
Recently they contributed in a scientific podcast Quarks Storys from WDR, a public broadcasting corporation. Further Tobias 
is board member of VFLLD, an association in Germany to support legalization of surrogacy through education, events and 
family support. Recently the couple decided to start an educational profile @dads.kids.miracles on instagram to create 
visibility for family building through surrogacy for homosexual and heterosexual couples with the aim to initiate a debate in 
society for a change of the status quo in family building options in Germany.
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Wilma Eusman
Wilma Eusman graduated in Civil Law and in International Law in 1980. She became a Clerk at the District Court of 
Amsterdam in the Family Division and in the Division of the Court’s President. She was sworn in as a lawyer in 1987 and has 
been a partner at Advocatenkantoor De Binnenstad in Amsterdam since then. In the last two decades she became specialized 
in legal aspects concerning children born in non-traditional families, ie children of lesbian and gay couples and children 
born via ART. She also speaks at conferences and meetings regarding this topic, in The Netherlands as well as abroad. She 
is a member of the American Bar Association’s Section of Family Law, Assisted Reproductive Technology Committee, and a 
member of the Euro LTBG Family Law Institute. From 2014 to 2016 she was a member of the Government Committee on 
the Reassessment of Parenthood. This Commission advised the Dutch Government on new regulations regarding multiple 
parenthood, custody and surrogacy.

Aurelien Evenor
Aurélien is one of the Intended Parent Coordinators at Surro Connections and is a father to 2 kids through surrogacy and egg 
donation. He felt the need to give back to the surrogacy community and help other families with their dreams of becoming 
parents. Aurélien is based out of Paris, France. He speaks English and French. His empathy, passion, and personal experience 
with surrogacy is what will make you feel you are being taken care of during your journey.

Fabien Gaudry
Fabien, who is both French and Belgian, joined the Circle Surrogacy & Egg Donation team as an International Outreach 
Associate after becoming a dad through surrogacy. Fabien earned his Master’s Degree in European Law, and has worked as 
a lawyer in the insurance industry in France, as well as in the communication department of a non-profit organization. His 
passion for surrogacy and willingness to share his personal story, allows him to easily connect with International intended 
parents as part of the consultation legal team. Fabien is active in the gay community, and loves spending time with his 
daughter and son. 

Jens Landwehr
Jens and his husband are a German couple who had their daughter and son in two different surrogacy journeys in the USA. The 
couple are among the first gay German couples to have had children from surrogacy, and were featured in a documentary by 
ARD, Germany’s public broadcasting corporation. Jens is also the founder and Chairman of VFLLD, an association in Germany 
to support legalization of surrogacy through education, events and family support. Furthermore, he talks about the day to 
day challenges of same sex families with surrogacy kids in his private blog www.greta-henri.family and his YouTube Channel.

Molly O’Brien, Esq.
International Fertility Law Group attorney Molly O’Brien began working in the field of assisted reproduction technology (ART) 
in 2005 at an egg donation and surrogacy agency, where she gained experience in all aspects of in-vitro fertilization, egg 
donation, and the financial aspects of surrogacy. Since becoming an attorney in 2011, Molly has drafted and negotiated 
surrogacy and egg, sperm, and embryo donation agreements for hundreds of clients worldwide. Molly has represented 
numerous U.S. and international intended parents in finalizing parental rights and has extensive experience in obtaining 
required citizenship and parentage documents. She has also been a court appointed Guardian Ad Litem representing unborn 
children conceived via surrogacy. Molly graduated Magna Cum Laude from Whittier Law School. She serves as chair of the 
Legal Professional Group Section of American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) and as a member of the American 
Bar Association ART Executive Committee and the American Bar Association (ABA) Sponsorship Committee. She is a member 
of the Society for Ethics in Egg Donation and Surrogacy (SEEDS).

Thomas Oberhäuser
Thomas is a lawyer based in Ulm, Germany, chairman of the Working Group (Geschäftsführender Ausschuss) and member 
of the Legislative Committee (Gesetzgebungsausschuss) “migration law” of the German Bar Association (Deutscher 
Anwaltverein) and specialist for migration law since 1997 – including visa and citizenship issues. He is working on surrogacy 
cases since 2009. With the experience of hundreds of court cases for intended parents to establish their rights to be accepted 
as legal parents in Germany, he is familiar with nearly every legal aspect of surrogacy in respect of German regulations.

Rem Schotsman
Rem is a volunteer at Meer dan Gewenst, the dutch foundation for LGBT families and intended parents. We are committed to 
inform, help, and politically represent LGBT’s who have chosen to have children within their relationship. Meer dan Gewenst 
gathers experienced parents who have stated they are willing to listen, advise or act as a mentor. On behalf of Meer dan 
Gewenst, Rem connects these parents with intended parents seeking guidance or just for social purposes. In addition, Rem is 
co-host responsible for organizing (online) activities such as information meetings and speed dates for intended co-parents. 
Rem is one third of the Schotsman family. Together with his husband, they have a daughter, Noa, of almost 2 years old. Noa 
is born through surrogacy with the help of a close friend.

Hilary Smith
Hilary is the International Client Relations Consultant for Extraordinary Conceptions Surrogacy & Egg Donation Agency. 
Based out of the UK, part of Hilary’s role is to support, educate and guide intended parents from across Europe through the 
surrogacy and egg donation process in North America, as well as to develop and grow more accessible options internationally. 
Hilary has over 15 years of nursing experience with almost a decade in reproductive health and infertility. Her passion for 
this very specific area of fertility began almost a decade ago when she worked as a Surrogacy and Donor Nurse Coordinator 
at a busy clinic in Toronto, Canada. Hilary managed all aspects of the IVF cycle for her patients and assisted international 
intended parents, surrogates and their egg donors through the entire process. Over the years, her role on the international 
team allowed her to travel to several different countries to help educate intended parents worldwide on their family building 
options through surrogacy and egg donation

Melvin Thornton, MD
Dr. Melvin H. Thornton II is double board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology with 25 years of experience in Reproductive 
Endocrinology. Dr. Thornton studied at the University of Southern California and the Cleveland Clinic before joining Columbia 
University as a teaching doctor.  He is a member of ACOG, ASRM and currently practices at Global Fertility & Genetics in New 
York City. He is a leading expert in egg donation and surrogacy and has done extensive research in fertility treatment for 
HIV+ couples. His patients describe him as a reassuring, caring, and a personable physician.  

Richard Vaughn, Esq.
Fertility law attorney Rich Vaughn combined his passion for helping families with over 20 years of experience in business 
and technology law and founded International Fertility Law Group (IFLG), one of the world’s leading law firms focusing 
exclusively on assisted reproductive technology (ART) law. Rich first studied reproductive and fertility law at Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law in the early 1990s. He began his legal career providing litigation, contract, technology, marketing and 
corporate legal services to individual, corporate and municipal clients in Chicago and Los Angeles. During his own experience 
of becoming a parent via egg donation and surrogacy, Rich rediscovered his passion for fertility law and launched IFLG.
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Sjors Veenendaal
Sjors is a board member of Meer dan Gewenst, (more than wished for). The dutch foundation for LGBT families and intended 
parents, committed to help LGBT’s who have chosen to have children within their relationship. Professionally, Sjors is 
a surrogacy counselor. In his own practice Studio Kinderwens, he counsels intended parents, egg donors and surrogate 
mothers on a practical and emotional level in every phase of the process. As a social worker, his extensive experience in the 
field of surrogacy with- and without egg donation in the Netherlands and abroad, large network and broad knowledge, he 
helps clients to give substance to your child wish or help with the practical and emotional side of surrogacy. He also works as 
a counselor in a fertility clinic where he guides intended parents in making a choice with egg or sperm donation, helps people 
with fertility problems and does donor screening. Together with his partner, Sjors has a son, Tom (3yo) thanks to a surrogate.

Rahi Victory, MD
Dr. Rahi Victory of Victory Reproductive Care is a Canadian trained obstetrician gynecologist with an American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology subspecialty in Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility. Dr. Victory is renowned for his 
compassionate, individualized patient plans and approach to care.  His extensive experience combined with an avante-
garde approach have placed Victory Reproductive Care at the forefront of third party services.  Dr. Victory is passionate about 
making sure every experience is an exceptional one and to that end he meets with every client, every egg donor and every 
surrogate, himself. Our priniciples are science, technology, communication and compassion.  Dr. Victory’s only goal is your 
success and satisfaction. 

Greg Wiles
Greg joined the PFCLA and Hatch teams as CFO in 2020 after leading the finance organization at Eyemart Express, a leading 
optical retailer, for 5 years.  He started his career in investment banking and spent several years in the venture capital and 
private equity worlds investing in renewable energy projects across the globe.  Greg and his husband Zach were married 2 
years ago and welcomed a puppy into their home shortly thereafter – to prove that they could raise a little creature together 
and not kill each other!  Greg and Zach are working with the surrogacy and egg donation team at Hatch and with Dr Sahakian 
at PFCLA on their family building journey and expect their first child by the end of next year.  Greg received his BA in Economics 
from Boston College and his MBA from Harvard Business School.

Sarah Williams
Sarah heads the Surrogacy, Adoption, Fertility and Modern Family Law practice at this internationally recognised Top Tier 
London law firm, Payne Hicks Beach. Acknowledged for being “brilliant on the law, super with clients and extremely well 
connected”, Sarah’s specialist expertise in modern family law matters is complemented by her extensive international 
network of trusted and highly respected experts. Fielding a broad spectrum of clients, which include internationally 
recognised names, she is known for going the extra mile to assist her clients in creating the family they want. Sarah has over 
15 years of extensive family law experience and spent the first decade of her career as a practising barrister representing 
parents, children, Guardians and the Official Solicitor, and was appointed Junior Counsel to the Crown. Sarah is asked 
frequently to comment on the latest legal developments for the media and is a regular contributor to specialist family law 
journals. She is also a Member of the American Bar Association and the Men Having Babies US Grant Committee.

MHB TEAM

Brian Blitzer, GPAP Benefits Coordinator
Brian is the benefits coordinator for MHB. He has been affiliated with the organization since 2016, when he first attended a 
MHB conference in New York City with his husband Matt. Prior to that, he (and Matt) knew little about gestational surrogacy. 
After attending additional MHB meetings and completing a successful surrogacy journey that resulted in the birth of their 
son Gabe, Brian works to share his accumulated real-life knowledge about becoming a father with future intended parents. 
He has many years of experience in the real estate and mortgage industries, where he listened/advised clients and prepared 
financial documentation. Since Brian’s journey to fatherhood is recent, he remembers having to manage uncertainties of the 
surrogacy process, including a chemical pregnancy and a miscarriage. He and his husband were GPAP Stage II recipients.

Jenny Congiardo, Director of Operations
Jenny joined MHB in October 2017 and held several roles in the organization before being appointed as Director of 
Operations. She brings her many years of non-profit and corporate communications experience to help improve MHB’s 
efficiency and effectiveness, while drawing on her experience in the education field to help make every person’s experience 
with MHB rewarding and pleasant. Jenny received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Central Florida, and she 
enjoys living with her husband and two children among the happy faces in sunny Florida.

Sara Miller, Director of Business Development
Sara joined the Men Having Babies team in June of 2020 as the Director of Business Development. Her primary focus is 
to expand and strengthen strategic partnerships with fellow third party reproductive professionals, to allow continued 
growth and education of the Men Having Babies’ mission. Sara has a Bachelor’s Degree in Cell and Molecular Biology, and 
completed two years of an MD program at The University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine before opting to discontinue her 
medical studies to spend more time with her growing family. Sara spent 10 years doing consulting work for a leading biotech 
company, before working as a Case Manager followed by Program Director and COO for a surrogate and egg donation 
agency. Additionally, Sara is a one-time surrogate, delivering in 2019 for a same-sex couple in Spain.

Ron Poole-Dayan, board member / Executive Director
Ron is the executive director and founder of Men Having Babies. He has over 20 years of experience in marketing and 
business strategy development both in the USA and internationally. Ron earned his Masters degree in political economy 
and comparative politics from Columbia University, and his bachelor’s degree in business administration from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. Ron is married to Greg Poole-Dayan, the COO of the Wartburg, a leading provider of senior 
healthcare and residential services in NY. The couple met in 1994, and are among the first same-sex couples in the nation 
to father children through gestational surrogacy. The twins, born in 2001, were conceived with the use of eggs donated by 
Greg’s sister, and carried by a gestational carrier. Ron has been the MHB program coordinator since 2005, and was appointed 
as the Executive Director of Men Having Babies upon its incorporation in July 2012.

Silvia Schneider Fox, PsyD, board member
Dr. Silvia Schneider Fox is a clinical psychologist and founder of Fertility Resilience, a reproductive psychology practice with 
offices in the Chicago area. A specialist in the field of reproductive medicine, adoption and family building since 1992, Dr. Fox 
counsels individuals and couples in various areas of family building, including ART, collaborative reproduction, pregnancy 
loss, and parenting after infertility. She conducts third party evaluations, facilitates mind/body programs; researches, writes 
and presents on a variety of topics related to family-building. Dr. Fox has had her own experience with infertility. After 
undergoing extensive infertility treatment, she and her husband became parents through IVF. Nowadays, she combines her 
personal, research and clinical experience into one voice, on her Fertility Resilience blog.

Lisa Schuster, Director of Programming
Lisa joined the MHB team in January of 2018 as the Stage II GPAP Case Manager and has grown in her role to become the 
Programming Director. Lisa’s responsibilities include managing the Gay Parenting Assistance Program and Membership 
Benefits Program, developing and implementing content for educational programs, and working with partner organizations 
to help fulfill MHB’s mission. Lisa’s professional background is in business development and government contracting, and 
she also served as treasurer and financial planner for a local non-profit. Lisa was a gestational carrier twice for an international 
same sex male couple, and she lives with her husband and three children in Maryland.
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Sherman L. Taylor II, Chairman of the board
Sherman is a technology manager in the Research & Development organization of Procter & Gamble, based in Cincinnati, 
OH. Sherman received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Chemical Engineering and Colloids, Polymers and Surfaces 
from Carnegie Mellon University. Sherman leads of group of scientists and engineers to create new and improved consumer 
products; he has worked across a variety of brands in his career including Pampers, Vicks, PuR, Swiffer, Magic Erasers, Bounce 
and Downy. Sherman also leads the design of corporate training programs to accelerate the growth and development of New 
Hires upon entering the company. Sherman and his husband Andrew have two sons via surrogacy, born in 2013 and 2017

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Megan Hall 
Megan founded Surro Connections after seeing first-hand the need for a more unique surrogacy agency 
for all family types. Her vision & leadership are the heart of our organization. It is her commitment and 
passion that truly serves as the foundation of our agency approach. It is our goal to give each party the focus 
and attention they deserve through this very personal process. She has both a professional and personal 
investment in your experience, ensuring your comfort, regardless of the services provided. Megan is passionate and eager to 
see your dreams of a growing family come true, and also has great appreciation for the women giving the gift of Surrogacy. 
Megan is the mother of 3 beautiful children, 1 born through IVF, and has been a Gestational Surrogate for three other 
families as well. Her experience in deeply rooted careers after graduating with her MBA in both Business Administration 
and Accounting, were not nearly as fulfilling as the work she does today with each individual involved in Surro Connections.

Daniel Skora, MD 
Daniel A. Skora, M.D., is a physician at Fertility Specialists of Texas, and serves as medical director of third 
party and LGBTQ+ services. A proud member of the LGBTQ community, Dr. Skora is board certified in both 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, and Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility. Dr. Skora graduated cum laude 
with his Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology with a certificate in neuroscience from Princeton University. 
After working as a research fellow at the National Institutes of Health, Dr. Skora attended the University of Minnesota medical 
school and received his medical degree. Dr. Skora completed his residency at George Washington University Hospital and 
his fellowship at The Larner College of Medicine at the University of Vermont. Dr. Skora is passionate about all aspects of 
infertility. He is dedicated to addressing the unique needs of the whole patient and uses his education and experience in 
psychology to help each one overcome the emotional challenges of trying to conceive. Dr. Skora is a member of the American 
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Nancy Block, RN
Private Label Surrogacy Founder and Director, Nancy Block, started her career as an OB/GYN nurse at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital. In 2000 she founded The Center for Egg Options, a highly sought-after egg donor and surrogacy agency. After 
helping build families for 15 years, she sold her company to a national agency where she stayed on to assist with business 
development. Though she loved that part of the business, her heart longed to work with parents and surrogates again; she 
founded PLS in 2017, alongside an expert team. Nancy has served on the Advisory Board of Parents Via Egg Donation and the 
Executive Board of the Society of Ethics in Egg Donation and Surrogacy. In 2018, she received the Shining Star award for her 
lifelong commitment to the industry’s best practices. Nancy has presented at numerous Assisted Reproductive Technology 
(ART) conferences in the US, China, Israel, and Europe and is recognized as an expert in her field by her colleagues, clients, 
the medical community, and supporting professionals necessary to help clients realize their families.

Jay Cook-Wong
Jay Cook-Wong is co-owner and co-founder of Same Love Surrogacy, a full service gay owned and operated egg donor and 
surrogacy agency based in West Hollywood, CA. Jay married to Danny Cook-Wong along – the personal experience of gay 
dads who created their family via surrogacy and egg donation. What all this personal experience taught us is that more and 
more LGBTQ individuals are seeking to become parents via assisted reproductive technology, and we want to assist intending 
parents through their journey to parenthood while giving back to the LGBTQ community. Jay was born in Michigan and has 
resided in Los Angeles, CA for the past 20 years with his husband and twin boys. He has worked as a health club general 
manager and registered nurse. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Health and Fitness Management and an Associates 
degree in Nursing. Jay utilizes his management and medical experience as a unique blend to assist LGBTQ in the creation 
of families.

Joao Feldman DePinho, MD
Dr. Feldman DePinho graduated from Medical School Magna cum laude and has a bachelor’s in Pharmacy. He completed his 
OBGYN residency at Baylor College of Medicine (Houston) and his Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility fellowship at 
Columbia University (New York). He is a recipient of numerous awards & publications for significant fertility advancements, 
with ongoing collaborative stem-cell research alongside Columbia University. He has long served at the American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine review committee. Dr. DePinho, the founder of Reproductive America & Proud RCA Parents, 
a New York and Connecticut practice based on embracing diversity, compassionate, personalized care, state-of-the-art 
technologies, and the highest success rates while cost-effective. Moreover, Dr. DePinho is well-known for his long-standing 
dedication for more than 15 years to Third-Party Reproduction (Egg-Donation/Surrogacy), assisting successfully over 5,000 
family building journeys and strong LBGTQ+ community rights advocate worldwide. He is well-recognized as a trusted Third-
Party Reproduction reference by the most trustworthy referring sources, communities, and surrogacy agencies, both in the 
US and Internationally. Dr. DePinho speaks Portuguese, English, Spanish, French.

Edvin Fogelmark
Edvin has had first-hand experience of working with the team at Pacific Fertility Center of Los Angeles when he, and his 
husband Ola, decided to embark on their personal family building journey. In 2020 Edvin and Ola welcomed their daughter 
to the world, born through Egg Donation and Surrogacy. He is passionate about sharing his personal experiences with other 
couples and individuals who are looking at commencing their own family building journey. Therefore he joined the team 
at PFCLA and Hatch Egg Donation & Surrogacy in 2021. Having gone through the journey as a Swedish citizen residing in 
Europe, he hopes to offer unique perspectives for European couples and individuals pursuing Egg Donation and Surrogacy.

Brett Griffin-Young
Brett, who is based in the United Kingdom with his husband Matt, is Head of International Client Services for Circle Surrogacy 
& Egg Donation. He serves as a resource and support for Intended Parents from more than 25 countries around the world. 
Brett has more than twelve years of experience in surrogacy and has two sons, Sebastian born in 2009 and Frederick born 
in 2020, through the Circle Program. After his first surrogacy journey in 2009, he was inspired and compelled to join Circle. 
“I’m so appreciative that Circle has given me the opportunity to draw on my personal experience to help others understand 
surrogacy as a family building option. To be able to assist Intended Parents from all around the world and bring the dream 
of parenthood to a reality is a true honor”. Brett has shared his experience and expertise with numerous publications and TV 
programs, and has presented at conferences throughout Europe, the United States, Australia, and New Zealand.

Danielle Guaderrama
Danielle Guaderrama, Manager of Case Management for SurrogateFirst, is a three-time surrogate that has always felt a 
strong desire to help others who have struggled with building their own families. During her journeys starting in 2010 she 
has carried for a wide range of intended parents including a single intended father, a domestic couple and an international 
intended parent. Becoming a surrogate and helping create families has truly filled her heart that has led her to find her 
passion to build her career in surrogacy. With over 10 years of firsthand experience with surrogacy Danielle is an expert in 
Case Management who oversees a team that works closely with Intended Parents and Surrogates throughout their journey 
to ensure that they have a positive, supportive, and successful experience. Danielle is happily married to her high school 
sweetheart and mother to four amazing children.

Nir Keren
Nir Keren, originally from Israel now lives in Toronto, Canada with his partner Bob. Nir has assisted several of his friends 
throughout their surrogacy journeys, in different countries which has opened his eyes to the many challenges intended 
parents are facing to create their families. Nir’s background is in business improvement and marketing however after 
seeing first hand the obstacles international IP’s endure, he felt that his mission and passion is to bring the awareness of the 
Canadian surrogacy option to IP’s seeking alternative options. He has now dedicated his life to support IP’s around the world 
to have a smooth and straight-forward journey in Canada. He established ‘Babies Come True’ several years ago which is now 
the largest intended parent support service worldwide. Nir and his husband went through surrogacy in Canada themselves 
and love to share their story.
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Caitlin Moran
Caitlin is the L.A. Egg Donors’ Program Manager. She oversees our egg donor program and coordinates the matching 
process. With a dedicated and warm approach, Caitlin guides our intended parents not only in the search for their desired 
donor, but also assists them with the financial planning of their journeys. Ultimately her goal is making sure all their initial 
needs are met at the highest level possible. Caitlin’s favorite moments are when the little ones come back to visit with their 
parents and enjoys the baby cuddles.

Hanneke Naus
Hanneke has more than 20 years of experience in the healthcare industry. She worked as Director of Marketing for Philips 
Healthcare and was based out of Europe, Asia, and the US. She joined the SurroPlans team a year and a half ago. She is from 
the Netherlands and currently works from the Mediterranean office in order to get more sunshine than is available in Seattle.

Craig Reisser
Craig Reisser is a parent through egg donor surrogacy in the USA and was a patient at ORM Fertility.  He found his egg donor 
in the ORM egg donor program.  His two surrogacy journeys, one after the other working with the same surrogate and during 
which he had first-time success with each step in the IVF process, took just under three years from start to finish to build his 
family. Craig has helped hundreds of intended parents globally.  He has written and spoken extensively on family building 
through egg donation and surrogacy.  Craig now guides ORM’s international intended parents from across Europe and other 
countries smoothly through the egg donor surrogacy process. Craig is based on-the-ground in Europe to help intended 
parents simplify their IVF process and reduce costs by completing their portion of the process locally in Europe.  Craig is 
expert in many of the specific legal and process needs of European intended parents. Craig parle français.

Wendie Wilson-Miller
Gifted Journeys was founded by Wendie Wilson Miller in 2009. They are a full service egg donation and surrogacy agency 
who believes love makes a family. The founder co-wrote The Insiders Guide to Egg Donation which won a Gold Medal Ben 
Franklin award in 2013 for it’s inclusivity within the LGBTQ community. Wendie also co-founded the Society for Ethics in 
Egg Donation and Surrogacy (SEEDS) in order to create the highest ethical standards of practice within egg donation and 
surrogacy agencies in the U.S. Wendie is known as a leader in the ART industry for being transparent, fair, ethical and honest.

ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTIONS

   WORLDWIDE SURROGACY SPECIALISTS  

At Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists, you’re getting more than an agency—you’re getting a true partner to guide you throughout 
your journey. Located in Fairfield, Connecticut, we’re proud to be one of the first and foremost surrogacy agencies in the United 
States. We handle every aspect of the surrogacy journey to ensure a seamless experience for all those involved. We offer an in-house 
attorney, an in-house escrow management company, and access to reputable Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) options. Our 
exceptional matching process and rigorous surrogate screening procedures ensure that we find the best possible match every time. 
Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists serves as a true partner, guide, and supporter throughout your journey. When you partner with 
Worldwide Surrogacy to support you on your path to parenthood, you become a part of our family. We approach the surrogacy 
process with compassion, understanding, and experienced professionalism.

www.worldwidesurrogacy.org

   SAN DIEGO FERTILITY CENTER  

SDFC is a leading fertility provider in Southern California and New York City,  and is proud to host patients from throughout the world 
for IVF and other fertility treatments. SDFC is proud to have played a role in bringing more than 4,000 babies into the world since 
1989. Extraordinary fertility care is about having technical expertise, proven successful outcomes, and the ability to partner with 
patients to assure all their needs are met. San Diego Fertility Center is a world-class reproductive center with more than 70 years of 
collective experience diagnosing and treating infertility.  Working closely with your San Diego Fertility Center doctor, you will map out 
a strategy and fertility treatment plan that fits your goals, your schedule, and your values. San Diego Fertility Center creates families 
by providing leadership in the field of advanced reproductive technologies, In-Vitro Fertilization, third-party reproduction, andrology, 
and research. Our commitment is to provide technology in a private and personal environment using intelligence, integrity, and 
innovation. Our passion is to encourage our fertility clinic patients to hold on to their dreams by creating miracles every day.

www.sdfertility.com

   SAME LOVE SURROGACY  
Same Love Surrogacy is a full-service gay owned and operated global egg donor and surrogacy agency 
servicing intended parents worldwide in 25+ countries and 6 continents.  Owners Brad Spencer, Jay Cook-
Wong, and Danny Cook-Wong are the inspiration of Same Love Surrogacy – the personal experience of 
three gay fathers who created their families via surrogacy and egg donation.  All this personal experience 
taught us that more and more LGBTQ individuals are seeking to become parents via assisted reproductive 

technology, and we want to assist intended parents through their journey to parenthood while giving back to our LGBTQ community. That’s where Same Love 
Surrogacy comes in. The three agency owners have created a surrogacy agency tailored to the unique needs of LGBTQ intended parents. Our agency offers 
person-to-person guidance to LGBTQ people embarking on the journey to parenthood.  We are informed by our more than 50 years cumulative experience 
with surrogacy and donor services, as well as our own team’s personal perspectives as LGBTQ fathers, experienced surrogates, and experienced egg donors.  
We offer complimentary comprehensive consultations with one of our LGBTQ case managers, all of whom are prior intended parents, at our offices in Los 
Angeles, New York, Portland, or via video.

www.samelovesurrogacy.com

PLATINUM

GOLD

PLATINUM
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   CIRCLE SURROGACY  
Circle Surrogacy & Egg Donation was founded on the belief that everyone should have the opportunity 
to be a parent. To this day, that belief is at the core of everything we do. For over 26 years, we’ve helped 
straight and LGBTQ+ couples and singles fulfill their dreams of parenthood. We are a full-service agency, 
headquartered in Boston, with an office in NYC and San Francisco. Circle has a 99.3% success rate, which 
is the highest in the industry and has brought over 2,400 babies (and counting!) into the world. We have 
a devoted team comprised of experts in the field, combined with those who have personal experiences 

such as former egg donors, surrogates, and parents through surrogacy, IVF, and adoption. Our innovative offerings include one all-inclusive cost that covers 
unlimited transfers and any complications that may arise during your journey. Our mission is to go above and beyond to grow families around the world 
by connecting, guiding, and supporting intended parents, surrogates, and egg donors on one of life’s most extraordinary journeys. Together, we make 
parenthood possible.

www.circlesurrogacy.com

   IARC SURROGACY  
IARC is a Minnesota-based surrogacy agency that has facilitated over 2,000 births in its 30 year history. Expert 
surrogacy from the heart is our mission.  We are known for our highly expert yet highly personal care approach. 
We provide affordable, full-service support for all legal, medical, financial, insurance, and administrative 
aspects of this process while always remaining focused on the individual needs and well-being of all parties 
involved.  You can count on us to provide a transparent, highly ethical, and personalized process for each step 

of your program. This is not a “one size fits all” process, and we help intended parents make customized decisions that are best for their needs, budgetary 
and otherwise.  We offer complimentary, comprehensive education as you research how best to move forward with your family-building project.  For more 
information and to schedule a consult, please visit www.iarcsurrogacy.com.

www.IARCsurrogacy.com

   FERTILITY SPECIALISTS OF TEXAS  
FST has been helping single & partnered LGBT intended parents, from around the world, achieve their dream 
of parenthood since 2005.   A leader in assisting those who require donor eggs & surrogacy, FST uses the 
most advanced fertility treatments, in one of the world’s premiere & most successful embryology labs, to help 
create thousands of families throughout the world.  FST success rates are well above national average, and 
the benefits of our location are many. Centrally located in the United States, with direct flights from all major 

cities, FST’s Dallas location offers a significant financial advantage over clinics located on the expensive east & west coasts.  Known for warm & friendly 
‘southern’ hospitality, DFW is diverse & welcoming.  Here, modern luxury coexists with down-to-earth American rodeo & ranch culture.  Visitors will find 
affordable lodging, world class cuisine & diverse dining experiences, lively entertainment scenes, art & history museums & of course, some of the top names 
in American sports: Dallas Cowboys, Mavericks, Stars, FC Dallas & the new home to PGA Golf. FST physicians & our dedicated third-party / international 
support team are passionate about helping the LGBT community & we look forward to speaking with you.

www.fertilitytexas.com

   CALIFORNIA FERTILITY PARTNERS  
California Fertility Partners is credited with helping to make some of the world’s first IVF babies. Our babies are 
now 30. We have been helping gay men to have children through egg donation and surrogacy for the past two 
decades. The physicians and scientists at California Fertility Partners have dedicated their careers to helping 
patients build healthy and happy families. Our physicians are board certified in reproductive endocrinology 
and infertility, and have established international reputations for their expertise in IVF,egg donation, surrogacy, 

and reproductive surgery. They attract patients from around the globe for their expertise in reproductive medicine. In addition to excelling in patient care, 
our team has made significant research contributions which have advanced the field of reproductive medicine. We believe that the best results can be 
obtained by providing personalized and individualized care to each of our patients. Each new patient is assigned a specially trained nurse to help provide 
care during the treatment cycle. All exams and procedures are performed by the patient’s personal physician. We believe this close and attentive care can 
help bring optimal outcomes.

www.californiafertilitypartners.com
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   ORM FERTILITY  
At ORM Fertility, Love Is Family. As a world-class fertility center, ORM is one of the most experienced IVF 
clinics for donor egg surrogacy. For more than 30+ years we have been helping LGBTQ+ intended parents 
build their families. We are recognized globally for personalized care and consistently achieving some of 
the highest live birth success rates. ORM has a robust in-house egg donor program full of highly-screened 
donors which minimizes time, risk and cost for intended parents. ORM offers a dedicated program for 

intended parents working with a surrogate. We have a large and experienced team for managing these sometimes complex processes and longstanding 
relationships with the most experienced and respected surrogacy agencies. ORM’s genomics program integrates the most advanced reproductive genomics 
care and screening into every journey. Our goal is to help intended parents have the best resources and chance of success possible at having a healthy baby.

www.ORMFertility.com

   SURRO CONNECTIONS  
Surro Connections, based out of Oregon, was founded in 2010 by Megan Hall, mother of three beautiful 
children (the last one being donor-donor) and a gestational surrogate to three families. Our team is located 
in seven different states and internationally in Europe. We have all been through the surrogacy journey 
either as a surrogate or as an intended parent and have helped bring more than 280 babies into the world. 
We want to know you personally and provide you with the ongoing attention you deserve through this 

life-changing journey. We take every step with you, starting with our sophisticated matching process, which ensures that Intended Parents and Surrogates 
are comfortable before moving forward. We work hand-in-hand with psychologists, attorneys, fertility clinics, and third-party professionals to be actively 
involved in your journey. We will be your biggest advocates!

www.surroconnections.com

    PACIFIC FERTILITY CENTER OF LA  
For over 30 years, gay men have been choosing the Pacific Fertility Center of Los Angeles--one of the leading 
fertility clinics in the world. Intended Parents pay a single fixed fee, known as our “Peace of Mind Program”, 
to cover everything they need including their surrogate, egg donor, legal, insurance, medical fees, and so on. 
The Peace of Mind Program is a revolutionary option that simplifies the path to parenthood for gay men while 
providing protection against common pitfalls such as failed transfers. These services are provided in partnership 

with PFCLA’s in-house surrogacy and egg donor program, Hatch, the longest established egg donor agency in the USA. With success rates that are among 
the best in the nation, we’ve been a part of over 13,500 happy, healthy births, creating families and making dreams come true all over the world.

www.pfcla.com

   WESTERN FERTILITY INSTITUTE  
The Mission of The Western Fertility Institute and Dr Kumar is to provide a supportive & comfortable 
environment utilizing the latest technology and equipment on the path to achieving a healthy pregnancy. 
The physicians are dedicated, talented, and empathetic to the needs of the patients and are at the top of 

their field. Greater than 95% of patients use PGS testing, facilitating pregnancy rates in the 70% – 80% range (per embryo transfer) for all age groups. With 
in house surrogates, donors & different financial packages, it’s the one & only affordable stop you need to make, to grow your beautiful family. Dr Kumar now 
travels globally to share his insight & expertise to others about WFI, and how he can help them pursue their dreams of parenthood.

www.westernfertility.com

   SURROGATEFIRST  
Everyday SurrogateFirst lives by its core values of: WOWing clients, providing Guidance with Compassion & Expertise, 
and providing Personal Attention & Accessibility. Since our inception in 2018 SurrogateFirst’s reputation has quickly 
grown as a leader in the field of international surrogacy. Our “No Match No Fee” policy minimizes financial risks to 
intended parents and we optimize your success of bringing home a baby with our predictable Baby Guarantee Program. 
Our dedicated team includes native French speaking case managers who are accessible 24/7 to guide you through every 
step of your journey. As active MHB members we are committed to assisting same sex individuals and couples with 
unique offers to help start their families. As proud GPAP II sponsors we are currently assisting French MHB IP’s in their 
journey of starting a family!

www.surrogatefirst.com

GOLD

GOLD

GOLD

GOLD

GOLD



1918

   GLOBAL FERTILITY & GENETICS  
We are familiar with the amazing feeling and anticipation that the dream of becoming parents produces in couples. 
At Global Fertility & Genetics, we share your dream and we want to make your journey towards parenthood into a 
pleasing experience full of care. This is an adventure where things such as care, attention to detail and comprehension 
are as important as the best technology, responsibility and professionalism. From the beginning, we will assure you 
the best attention and we will follow your case individually, offering you a personal and unique treatment. Together 
we make it possible.

www.globalfertility.net

   VICTORY REPRODUCTIVE CARE  
VRC Canada – At Victory Reproductive Care (VRC), we are dedicated to delivering optimized and individualized 
care to every patient that walks through our door. Our goal is to make sure that you feel respected, informed, 
empowered, and supported. As Canada’s leader in reproductive health, our highly qualified staff works 
tirelessly at the forefront of medicine, researching and successfully implementing cutting-edge technologies. 
We use holistic approaches, including naturopathy and traditional Chinese medicine, and, most importantly, 
listening to you. Wherever you reside, our family is here to make yours a reality.

www.drvictory.com

   CENTER FOR SURROGATE PARENTING  
With more than four decades of experience, the Center for Surrogate Parenting successfully matches surrogates 
in the United States with LGBTQ+ individuals and couples from all over the world, making dreams of parenthood 
come true. CSP was the first surrogacy agency in the world to help a gay couple bring their baby home, and 
today, more than 30% of our clients are gay, having come to us for our invaluable insight into the legal and 
medical nuances of LGBTQ+ surrogacy. Our expert team is by your side every step of the way, from your initial 

surrogacy consultation through matching with a pre-screened surrogate, IVF treatment, pregnancy and delivery. We provide counseling support and access 
to legal and medical concierges from beginning to end. Financing is available, and you will receive complete, detailed cost sheets before matching. Learn 
more at CreatingFamilies.com.

www.CreatingFamilies.com

   REPRODUCTIVE AMERICA  
Reproductive America is an egg-donor-surrogacy fertility practice with US-NYC and international offices. We 
were founded by Dr. DePinho, a world-renowned fertility specialist with 15+years of assisting the LGBTQ+ 
community with 5,000+ successful family building journeys and esteemed by the most prominent egg-donor-
surrogacy agencies. It’s not easy to find a practice you’ll trust as advocating, safeguarding, and protecting your 

choices from potential hardships and vital decisions (egg-donor and gestational-carrier). Your uniqueness and wishes throughout your path to parenthood 
demand a fully committed practice as Reproductive America, making your journey the most successful by using groundbreaking, cutting-edge proprietary 
laboratory technologies, premium embryologists, assisted robotics, and artificial-intelligence integrated systems. We are finalizing our online-in-house 
donor-egg program with full-screened, cost-effective, diverse, and optional shared/known programs. Learn more about our boutique, one-on-one approach, 
and become part of our Proud RCA Parent’s community @www.reproductiveamerica.com.

www.reproductiveamerica.com

   FAMILY SOURCE CONSULTANTS 
Family Source Consultants has proudly been a leading authority in third-party reproductive services since 2007. With 
headquarters in Chicago, our agency matches and facilitates gestational surrogacy and egg donation arrangements in the 
U.S. and internationally. FSC is committed to equality. In fact, approximately 50% of our Intended Parents are LGBTQ+. Our 
team of experts handles all aspects of your assisted reproduction program, whether it involves Egg Donation, Gestational 
Surrogacy, or both. Working closely with every client allows us to ensure that arrangements are customized to meet the specific 
needs of prospective parents, surrogates, and egg donors. Family Source Consultants are proud members of ASRM, RESOLVE, 
Family Equality Path2Parenthood, SEEDS, and CARA. In addition, we have aligned with the highest levels of Reproductive 
Endocrinologists, Reproductive Attorneys, and Psychologists to provide superior service to our clientele.

www.FamilySourceConsultants.com
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   EXTRAORDINARY CONCEPTIONS  
Since 2005, Extraordinary Conceptions has passionately helped couples and singles from around the globe 
to become parents. We’re dedicated to making the entire process as easy as possible for Intended Parents 
with our comprehensive programs and our multilingual, skilled team who will guide you through every step 
of the way. With Extraordinary Conceptions you can have peace of mind, we take care of all the organization 

of your journey, and thus you can concentrate on the main thing, the arrival of your child. Our commitment exceeds the expectations of our intended parents, 
and is what sets us apart from other agencies.

www.extraconceptions.com

   PAYNE HICKS BEACH
Payne Hicks Beach is a full service law firm providing specialist legal services to domestic and international clients 
from offices in Lincoln’s Inn since its inception in the 1730s. With a reputation built on its family and private 
departments, Payne Hicks Beach is one of the very best of the small number of firms in the UK and consistently 

ranked in Tier 1.  It has complemented this capability with a top ranking capacity in certain areas including: surrogacy, adoption, fertility & modern family 
law, citizenship & immigration, employment, privacy & media, so clients can benefit from a full service.

www.phb.co.uk

   GIFTED JOURNEYS  
For over 20 years our egg donation and surrogacy staff has helped over 300 families and work with the best fertility clinics 
in the United States.  Our president co-founded The Society for Ethics in Egg Donation and Surrogacy (SEEDS), which is 
our national non-profit organization for industry professionals that promotes consistent, ethical standards for assisted 
reproduction.  Our president also wrote The Insiders Guide to Egg Donation: A Compassionate Guide for all Parents-to-be, 
which won a Gold Medal Ben Franklin award for its inclusivity with our LGBT family.  Our agency works with all types of hopeful 
parents all around the world and we believe that LOVE makes a family.

www.giftedjourneys.com

   SURROPLANS
Giving our IPs financial peace of mind, knowing their babies are medically protected is our priority. SurroPlans have been helping 
families of all shapes and sizes since 2005. Over the years our team of professionals has handled many complex cases across many 
areas of expertise: surrogacy, insurance, finance, investments, legal, and tax planning. In 2014, we shifted to exclusively helping 
international Intended Parents manage medical costs, tax, immigration, and legal issues arising from surrogacy. We offer our 
custom plans and risk management services to international couples residing in all countries from our offices and team members 
across the USA, Europe and China. Let us help you be protected with heart at every stage of your journey.

www.surroplans.com

   PRIVATE LABEL SURROGACY  
Established with over 30 years of expertise in Assisted Reproductive Technology, Private Label Surrogacy is an 
ethics-driven surrogacy agency providing next-level care for our Surrogates and Intended Parents around the 
world. The central mission at PLS is guided by our core values of ethics, our vast experience, and comprehensive 
client care as we thoughtfully support Intended Parents and Surrogates through their unique journeys.  Over 

the years, we’ve had the honor of managing over 3,000 matches between Surrogates and US, international, single, and same-sex parents.  Collectively, our 
team has 75+ years of experience in the many facets of the surrogacy process – fertility management, fertility nursing, surrogate recruitment and screening, 
gestational and postpartum nutrition, and even as surrogates ourselves! Private Label Surrogacy is an ethical agency, putting care first! Nous sommes 
honorés de vous aider à fonder votre famille avec éthique, expérience et attention.

www.privatelabelsurrogacy.com
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   SIMPLE SURROGACY  
Simple Surrogacy has been assisting couples and individuals achieve their family through assisted reproduction for over 20 
years.  We were founded on one simple principle: to provide our clients with the highest standard of care at an affordable price. 
We are one of the most successful surrogacy and egg donation agencies in the U.S. and are highly regarded in the LGBTQIA+ 
community for our expertise, support and professionalism. Simple Surrogacy holds an A+ rating with the BBB, is among the most 
respected Surrogacy Agencies, serving on the Advisory Board of Men Having Babies, founding members of their GPAP program 
and as founding members of Gays With Kids Path to Parenthood, to fulfill our goal of making a family possible for everyone. 
Boasting a success rate of over 98%, Simple Surrogacy will work tirelessly to guide Intended Parents through any bumps in the 
road of their journey to make sure they complete their family. We have worked with many International Clients on their journey to 
becoming parents and have full knowledge of international surrogacy requirements. Our counselors, coordinators and owners are 
all experienced in assisted reproduction as former surrogates, parents, or donors, offering clients insider’s expert knowledge of 
surrogacy and donation.

www.simplesurrogacy.com

   BABIES COME TRUE  
Babies Come True is the largest Concierge/Consulting service worldwide and the sole representative of Victory Reproductive Care 
Canada.Our mission is to provide unbiased guidance and consulting throughout the journey so that you (future parents) can make 
the right decision after understanding all the options available to you, as well as providing support when challenges arise along the 
journey. With over 1000 parents that we already helped, BCT knows how to support you the best. Journeys in Canada are legal and 
safe, including for same-sex couples, with affordable options where you can save up to 50% of the overall cost compared to journeys 
in other destinations. BCT is committed to delivering optimized and individualized care to every future parent that walks through our 
door. Our goal is to make sure that you feel respected, informed, empowered, and supported.

www.babiescometrue.com

   ART RISK FINANCIAL AND INSURANCE SOLUTIONS  
ART Risk Financial and Insurance Solutions, Inc. is an insurance agency founded on the principal of family.  Through 
our mission, we provide financial and insurance solutions to those in the Assisted Reproductive Technology 
community.  Since our founding in 2001, our highest priority has been to work hand in hand, linking arms, hearts, 
and minds with you, to nurture and protect every step of your journey. Our compassionate and professional team 
begins each interaction with scheduling a meeting to better understand your contractual obligations.  We walk 

through policies currently in place for your Gestational Carrier, and educate you about further insurances and services you may need for the continued 
protection of your journey. Our belief: education is the key to empowerment in decision making. With feeling empowered, our Intended Parent(s) see an 
average savings of $8K through utilizing our services and offered policies. The ART Risk Solutions team has the knowledge, understanding, passion, and 
compassion to protect your interests and guide you throughout your unique journey. We ensure your insurance needs are protected and provide you with 
the peace of mind you deserve. Our family, in connection with over 15,000 paths to parenthood, are honored to be part of growing your family.

www.artrisksolutions.com

   THE SURROGACY LAW CENTER  
The Surrogacy Law Center offers professional ART services to individuals and families, with staff that 
speak Mandarin, French, Spanish and Portuguese. Based in Carlsbad, CA, we are dedicated to drafting 
comprehensive surrogacy, egg, sperm and embryo donation contracts as well timely and thorough 

parentage orders. We will tailor a comprehensive plan to your specific wishes and needs and we will draft contracts, provide you with a thorough legal 
consultation to explain the contract terms, and finalize your parental rights.

www.surrogacy-lawyer.com

   FERTILITY LAW CANADA  
Fertility Law Canada at D2Law LLP is exclusively dedicated to the practice of fertility law, including 
surrogacy and egg donation.  Together, we have helped thousands of fathers become parents.  We have 
a French and Spanish speaker on our team to make it easier for our clients to access our services.  Fertility 
Law Canada provides free half hour consultations so do not be shy! You can read more about our team and 
the warm testimonials from former clients at www.fertilitylawcanada.com.

www.fertilitylawcanada.com
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   INTERNATIONAL FERTILITY LAW GROUP  
International Fertility Law Group (IFLG) is a leading U.S. law firm focusing in fertility law, with offices and 
multilingual staff in Los Angeles, Miami, New York, and Beijing, and decades of experience in assisted reproductive 
technology (ART) law. IFLG’s experienced team offers clients unparalleled service and understanding, and has 
helped thousands of intended parents in the U.S. and over 90 countries navigate the rapidly changing legal 
landscape of ART law. We look forward to assisting on your journey to parenthood!

www.iflg.net

   CANADIAN SURROGACY OPTIONS  
Canadian Surrogacy Options (CSO) Family is the umbrella to both Canadian Surrogacy Options (CSO) as well as 
Little Miracles Inc. As Canada’s first surrogacy agency, for nearly 30 years CSO has helped thousands of families 
fulfill their dream of having a biological baby. CSO Family’s knowledge, commitment, and hands-on service 
make Intended parents around the world choose them to pursue family building journeys. Learn about infertility 
planning, gestational surrogacy, egg donation, and community awareness initiatives at www.csofamily.ca.

www.csofamily.ca

   L.A. SURROGACY / L.A. EGG DONORS   
Surrogacy is a beautiful choice, a gateway to parenthood for people who have often given up hope of conceiving. 
Our program has been carefully designed to support you as intended parents, as well as your surrogate mother, 
every step of the way. L.A. Surrogacy prides itself by being the #1 surrogacy program in the USA. Ranked by the 
CDC with the highest success rates in the nation, we have assisted couples and individuals, domestically and 
internationally, for over 20 years.

www.lasurrogacy.com

   SEEDTRUST   
SeedTrust is the leading technology-enabled escrow fund manager for third-party reproductive journeys 
that utilize surrogacy and egg donation. At SeedTrust, we endeavor to help families grow and reduce the 
financial stress of the escrow process. We provide secure, transparent, affordable, and reliable escrow 
services to intended parents, surrogates, and egg donors throughout their collaborative reproductive 
arrangements allowing everyone involved the ability to focus on what matters most — building families.

www.seedtrustescrow.com

    INTERNATIONAL FERTILITY INSURANCE  
International Fertility Insurance provides insurance to perform for the entire contracted surrogacy relationship, treating 
every client in a professional and caring manner. We have experience supporting intended parents around the world 
and surrogacy agencies, attorneys and clinics across the United States, Canada, Mexico, South American, Europe, Asia 
and Israel. We collaborate with over 100 insurance carriers to find the best option to meet your needs.

www.internationalfertilityinsurance.com
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SAN DIEGO | NEW YORK CITY

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT MEN HAVING BABIES

SAN DIEGO: 1-888-794-6363 

PLATINUM SPONSER GPAP I & II PROVIDER

SCAN TO BOOK YOUR FREE VIDEO CONSULT

NEW YORK CITY: 212-634-9543

WWW.SDFERTILITY.COM

We’re eager to 
introduce you to... 
your new family.

Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists proudly 
partners with gay and straight couples and 
individuals, guiding them on their path to 
parenthood.

worldwidesurrogacy.org
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Expert Surrogacy 
           from the Heart

Offering compassionate and
cost-conscious full service
guidance to surrogacy and

egg donor journeys in the U.S.
for over 30 years

Free Educational Consults | info@iarcsurrogacy.com | iarcsurrogacy.com

ORM Fertility’s online resource for LGBTQ+ family building. 

loveisfamily.com

Snuggle up
TO YOUR FUTURE 
HAPPY PLACE

Grow Your Family 
with the Experts. 

SURROGACY

EGG DONORS

IVF

REPRODUCTIVE GENOMICS

IVF, SURROGACY, EGG DONATION, GAY FAMILY BUILDING
California Fertility Partners has been helping men and women  

of the LGBT Community to have babies and build happy families for over twenty years

GUY RINGLER, MD
11818 WILSHIRE BLVD #300  |  LOS ANGELES, CA 90025  |  310.828.4008 TEL 

WWW.CALIFORNIAFERTILITYPARTNERS.COM

WE HELPED CREATE SOME OF  
THE WORLD’S FIRST IVF BABIES
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OUR “NO MATCH NO FEE” POLICY

MINIMIZES YOUR FINANCIAL RISK

IN FINDING A SURROGATE

OUR "BABY GUARANTEE PROGRAM"

FIXED COST STRUCTURE IS

PREDICTABLE WITH NO SURPRISES

OUR MULTI-LINGUAL AGENCY

WORKS SEAMLESSLY IN ENGLISH,

FRENCH, SPANISH & MANDARIN  

WHY CHOOSE SURROGATEFIRST

AS YOUR SURROGACY AGENCY?
   

@SURROGATEFIRST     WWW.SURROGATEFIRST.COM

JOIN 
OUR 
FAMILY 
TO BUILD 
YOURS
We want to know you 
personally and provide you 
with the ongoing attention you deser�e 
through this life-changing jour�ey. 
We will g�ide you ever� step 
of the way and continue to be 
your biggest advocate.

Nous souhaitons vous connaît�e personnellement et vous appor�er
l’attention constante que vous méritez pour cette avent�re qui changera 
vot�e vie. Nous vous g�iderons à chaque étape de vot�e parcours et nous 
serons vos plus 
g�ands défenseurs.

We speak English, 
French and Spanish

www.surroconnections.com +1 (503) 489-5067 info@surroconnection.com

  World’s first surrogacy agency to serve gay parents (1989)

  More than 30% of CSP’s parents are LGBTQ+

  Intensive surrogate pre-screening 

  Large network of supportive US physicians

  Professional, compassionate, knowledgeable team

  Complete support throughout your surrogacy journey

Everyone deserves to have the family of their dreams. Let us help 
you create yours. 

The Center for Surrogate Parenting connects people all over the 
world with US surrogates who are eager to make their dreams of a 
complete family come true. 

www.CreatingFamilies.com

STEP BY STEP
Fatherhood
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Building Families 
of all shapes and sizes

G A Y  P A R E N T I N G

A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M

( G P A P )  

 

M E M B E R S H I P  B E N E F I T S

P R O G R A M  ( M B P )

 

A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R ,  

D R .  A N G E L I N E  B E L T S O S

P R O U D  M H B  S U P P O R T E R

VISIT VIOSFERTILITY.COM   CALL 866.258.8467
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FROM THE SURROGACY ADVISOR PEER RATINGS DIRECTORY
from www.menhavingbabies.org/ratings as of 10/24/21

Surrogacy Agencies State Rating Founded Number of 
reviews

Average jour-
ney cost ($)

GPAP
Discount 

Rate

GPAP
Discount 

Units
GPAP

Pro bono?

Surrogacy in US / Canada Agencies with 30+ reviews

Golden Surrogacy IL 9.97 2013 36 $128,900 10% 5 -

Same Love Surrogacy* CA, NY, OR 9.87 2014 77 $141,600 15% 10 Yes

Surro Connections* OR 9.70 2010 64 $124,300 15% Unlimited Yes

Creative Family Connections* MD 9.66 2001 91 $137,600 15% 8 Yes

Northwest Surrogacy Center OR 9.33 1994 108 $136,400 20% 7 -

IARC Surrogacy* MN 9.26 2003 43 $113,500 10% 20 Yes

All Families Surrogacy OR 9.15 2014 40 $139,000 10% Unlimited Yes

Simple Surrogacy* TX 9.06 2002 101 $105,500 15% 20 Yes

Worldwide Surrogacy Specialists* CT, NY 9.02 2006 85 $129,000 20% 5 Yes

Family Source Consultants IL, FL, CA, TX 8.97 2007 67 $132,400 - - -

Circle Surrogacy* MA, NY, CA 8.88 1995 69 $155,200 30% 4 Yes

Extraordinary Conceptions CA 7.90 2004 30 $131,000 15% Unlimited -

Surrogacy in the US / Canada, Agencies with fewer than 30 reviews

Center for Surrogate Parenting (CSP) CA 10 1980 5 $170,000 20% 5 -

Vermont Surrogacy Network VT 9.75 8 $97,500 10% 5 -

Canadian Surrogacy Options Ontario 8 6 $90,000 10% Unlimited Yes

IVF Clinics State Rating Founded Number of 
reviews

GPAP
Discount Rate

GPAP
Discount 

Units
GPAP

Pro bono?

Clinics with 20+ reviews

Los Angeles Reproductive Center CA 9.92 2016 25 30% Unlimited Yes

San Diego Fertility Center (SDFC)* CA 9.65 1989 127 10% Unlimited Yes

California Fertility Partners* CA 9.60 40 15% 10 Yes

Fertility Specialists of Texas* TX 9.57 2005 30 10% Unlimited Yes

Western Fertility Institute* CA 9.43 2016 30 25% Unlimited Yes
Reproductive Medicine Associates of CT 
(RMACT) CT 9.27 2002 37 15% 10 Yes

Vios Fertility Institute* IL 9.33 2015 27 15% Unlimited Yes

ORM Fertility* OR 9.31 1989 148 - - Yes

The Fertility Center of Las Vegas NV 9.16 1988 74 $4,500 10 Yes

Pacific Fertility Center Los Angeles CA 8.80 1992 74 - - -

Clinics with fewer than 20 reviews

HRC Fertility Rancho CA 9.75 1988/2013 8 10% 4 -

American Fertility Services CT 9.27 11 $5,000 10 Yes

Fertility & Surgical Associates of CA CA 9.31 1999 16 10% Unlimited Yes

New England Fertility Institute CT 7.71 17 10% Unlimited -

Northeastern Reproductive Medicine CT 7.33 6 - -

Asterisks denote clinics and agencies that are part of our Advisory Circle and/or have representation on our Advisory Board.

NOTES

(800) 372-0529
WWW.FAMILYSOURCECONSULTANTS.COM

Schedule a no-cost in-person consultation at one of 

our offices in Chicago, Miami, Dallas, San Diego, NYC 

or from your own location through video conference.

BRINGING DREAMS & MIRACLES TOGETHER SINCE 2007
FAMILY SOURCE CONSULTANTS

Please use this QR Code 
to access conference panel 
presentation slides, a digital 
version of this print program, 
and additional relevant 
documents MHB has developed 
as resources for you during 
your surrogacy journey. These 
documents are available for 
a limited time to conference 
attendees only.



About Men Having Babies
 

With over 11,000 future and current gay parents worldwide, the international 
nonprofit Men Having Babies (MHB) is dedicated to providing its 

members with educational and financial support. 

Surrogacy Workshops and Conferences
Each year over 2,300 attendees benefit from unbiased guidance and access to a wide range of relevant  
service providers at its monthly workshops in NYC and conferences in New York, San Francisco,  
Chicago, Florida, Taipei, Tel Aviv, Toronto and Brussels. These conferences, which are organized with the  
help of prominent LGBT parenting organizations, provide unparalleled opportunities to get unbiased  
information, access a wide range of relevant service providers, and connect with others going through the 
surrogacy process. Special interest panels for parents, prospects and professionals include topics such 
as parenting for HIV+ men, speaking to your children about surrogacy and gay parenting, testimonies from  
teenagers born via surrogacy, and ethical considerations in surrogacy. 

The Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP)
The Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP) was created as part of our mission to make surrogacy  
services more affordable for gay men. GPAP annually provides dozens of couples with access to substantial 
discounts and about $750,000 in cash grants and free services from more than eighty leading service 
providers.  Funds for this program come from event sponsorship fees and direct donations. Applications for 
discounts (Stage I) are accepted on a rolling basis, and candidates for grants (Stage II) are evaluated annually.  

Surrogacy Advisor Directory
In an effort to promote transparency and affordability, MHB conducts extensive surveys of hundreds of  
surrogacy clients. Using the data we receive, we compile exclusive rating tables with satisfaction levels for 
various 20 agencies and clinics, as well as success rates, and real cost figures. This information has already 
helped many prospective parents save thousands of dollars by identifying affordable, effective providers. 
The directory includes a comprehensive listing of over 120 providers from the USA and beyond with contact 
information, descriptions of services, video introductions, and reviews. A universal consultation request form 
allows our members to contact dozens of providers in one step. 

Advocacy and Research
The work of Men Having Babies includes both support for individuals and families and advocacy for the 
legal and institutional structures necessary to ensure equal access to ethical surrogacy and related necessary 
services. Together with our Advisory Board and community partners worldwide we work to advocate for 
ethical surrogacy by hosting The Advocacy and Research Forum at several of our conferences, assist 
in academic studies and help raise awareness about surrogacy with the help of the first ever Surrogacy 
Speakers Bureau. 

            About Men Having Babies

With over 12,000 future and current gay parents worldwide,  
the international nonprofit Men Having Babies (MHB) is dedicated 
to providing its members with educational and financial support.

Surrogacy Workshops and Conferences
Each year thousands of attendees benefit from unbiased guidance and access to a wide range of relevant service providers at its 
monthly virtual workshops and in-person conferences held in New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Florida, Taipei, Tel Aviv, and 
Brussels. These conferences, which are organized with the help of prominent LGBT parenting organizations, provide unparalleled 
opportunities to get unbiased information, access to a wide range of relevant service providers, and connect with others going 
through the surrogacy process. Special interest panels for parents, prospective parents and professionals include topics such 
as parenting for HIV+ men, speaking to your children about surrogacy and gay parenting, testimonies from teenagers born via 
surrogacy, and ethical considerations in surrogacy. 

MHB Membership Benefits Program (MBP)
Future and current parents can become members of Men Having Babies through an annual donation of at least $150. Members 
have access to MHB’s unique Peer Advice Parent Network, special events, educational materials, workshops, the ability to apply for 
financial assistance, and more.

The Gay Parenting Assistance Program (GPAP)
Among the benefits of MHB membership is the ability to apply for more substantial financial assistance through GPAP, our financial 
need-based program. On an annual basis GPAP provides hundreds of individuals and couples access to substantial discounts and 
over $1,000,000 in cash grants and free services from more than 125 leading surrogacy providers. Funds for this program come from 
event sponsorship fees and direct donations. Applications for discounts (Stage I) are accepted on a rolling basis, and candidates for 
pro-bono services and grants (Stage II) are evaluated annually.  

Surrogacy Advisor Directory
In an effort to promote transparency and affordability, MHB conducts extensive surveys of hundreds of surrogacy clients. Using 
the data we receive, we compile exclusive rating tables with satisfaction levels for various agencies and clinics, as well as success 
rates, and real cost figures. This information has already helped many prospective parents save thousands of dollars by identifying 
affordable, effective providers. The directory includes a comprehensive listing of over 125 providers from the USA and beyond with 
contact information, descriptions of services, video introductions, and reviews. A universal consultation request form allows our 
members to contact dozens of providers in one step.

Advocacy, Research and International Collaboration
Beyond guidance and support for current and future gay parents, Men Having Babies is also engaged in advocacy for the 
advancement of more equitable and accessible surrogacy for prospective gay parents. Together with our Advisory Board and 
Surrogate Advisory Committee, MHB has developed a Framework for Ethical Surrogacy that received endorsements from 
LGBT family associations worldwide. Guided by theses principles, MHB advocates to make surrogacy more widely accessible, less 
discriminatory, and with strong protections to the rights of all involved. In 2020 Men Having Babies pioneered the concept of Fertility 
Equality, to raise awareness of the need to remove financial barriers for parenting, in addition to legal ones, and to promote a more 
equitable definition of “infertility” that addresses “status” in addition to medical conditions. MHB annually hosts several Advocacy 
and Research Forums around the world to foster collaboration on surrogacy and gay parenting advocacy, and to promote better 
acceptance and understanding of both surrogates and surrogacy families.


