


Surrogacy in Canada
Understanding the Process and Key Differences



Is Surrogacy 
Legal?
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Surrogacy is legal on a federal level and is also legal in all 
provinces.

Quebec is the only province that currently does not recognize 
surrogacy contracts, as such surrogacy is rarely practiced there.

Most surrogates are found in Ontario, Alberta, and British 
Columbia.

Surrogacy is open to everyone, no matter what your relationship 
status, sexual orientation, citizenship, etc.

Each province has its own laws regarding parentage. 

Surrogacy agencies in Canada are allowed by law as long as don’t 
accept money for arranging the services of a surrogate.



Finding a 
Surrogate
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Canada has about 10 agencies working with 
International IPs.

Time to find a surrogate varies depending on the 
agency and your circumstances

Keep in mind, however, that without Quebec, the total 
population of Canada is about 30 million (similar to the 
population of Texas).

Surrogates get to choose their IP's and that can impact 
the wait time. Some Agencies use a wait list and some 
have access to all IP's for the surrogate to choose from.



Reimbursements 
not 

Compensation

Altruistic Model
• Surrogates are not compensated but have their costs 

reimbursed. 

Terms
• Reimbursable terms are set out by the federal government.

Amount
• The size of the reimbursement package tends to be similar 

across the board, based on what has been determined as 
tolerable levels. MHB’s Canada budgeting guide estimates 
the likely negotiated amount is around $30,000 CAN. 

Additional Expense
• Additional costs include costs for travel, lost wages, and 

childcare for screening and embryo transfer, along with lost 
wages and childcare for delivery, as well as reimbursement 
for maternity clothes and the potential for additional costs if 
your surrogate is on bedrest. 
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Insurance 
Needs

• The surrogate is covered by the Provincial 
Health Care system throughout the pregnancy.
• Insurance is needed for the baby upon birth.
• The insurance options for twins is very 

expensive and doesn’t cover all expenses.
• The insurance must be purchased 3 months 

before transfer.




